ECCANO

“STRAIGHT-
LINE
MECHANISM

MR. BOB Hauton of Lincoln has suggested the
following compact mechanism which serves the
function of converting rotary motion into lincar
motion.

Construction of the demonstration unit is
best commenced by first connecting two Face
Plates by two 1Ys™ Bolts, using a Coupling and
two Washers on each Bolt shank for spac-
ing purposes. A 3'2" Axle Rod 1 is passed
through the bosses of the Face Plates and is held
in place by a firmly fixed %2> Pinion 2. The
lower end of the Rod 1 enters the boss of a 3™
Pulley, acting as a base. The Pinion 2 engages
with another 19t Pinion 3, held on a 2" Axle
Rod which carries at its upper end a 50t Gear
Wheel as shown. This in turn meshes with a 25t
Pinion 4 fixed to a 3" Axle Rod, journalled in
the two Face Plate discs. The upper extremity
of this 3” Axle Rod supports a Bush Wheel, to
which is affixed a Pivot Bolt.

When the Face Plate ‘cage’ is rotated about
the 3” Pulley base, the Pivot Bolt will describe a
linear motion, to and fro. Mr. Hauton points
out that the motion is not at an even speed
throughout, but if this feature was of impor-
tance it could be achieved by making use of
Swashplate movement.

TRACTION
ENGINE

CANOPY
SUPPORTS

‘FEATURES lacking the ‘authentic’ touch in a
Meccano Showman's Road Locomotive’ writes
Bert Halliday of London, ‘are usually the nor-
mal ‘twisted” brass canopy supports. On most
Meccano models they are often represented by
Axle Rods encased in Washers, or sometimes,
Couplings; the latter giving the ‘brass’ effect
but being more costly.

With the recently-introduced ‘brass finish’
Hexaﬁon Nuts and Washers, somcthinfg more
visually satisfying can be produced, at least in
the case of the main canopy supports. Simply fit
alternate Hexagon Nuts, then two ‘brass-finish’
Washers with their slightly convex faces out-
wards, along appropriate lengths of Screwed
Rod. The number of Washers spaced apart by
Nuts, and/or even the number of Nuts them-
selves, may be adjusted to suit the scale of the
model.

During further experimentation with this
idea it was found that the fitting of three
‘stacked’ Washers (end ones convex face out-
wards) resulted in a perfect mesh with the teeth
of the Multi-Purpose Gear Wheel part 27f. In
this form the unit is, in effect, a compact, circu-
lar Rack Strip which can be built-up to virtually
any length required depending only on supply
of Screwed Rods, Washers and Hexagon Nuts;
and to which a Multi-Purpose Gear Wheel can
be meshed at any angle.

With this idea, lengths of Screwed Rod shor-
ter than 3'%2” overcome the drawback of the
normal Meccano Rack Strip part 110 which is
often too long to fitin a rack and pinion steering
unit on an average size model.’

Mr. Halliday’s suggestion for Traction Engine
Canopy Supports using Hexagon Nuts and
Washers on a Screwed Rod. If using this idea in
its Rack Strip form it is advisable to adjust all
Nuts so their faces are parallel.

32

motion

MECCANO DEALER RETIRES

AFTER 34 years of retailing Meccano sets.
spares and motors, Mr. Charles Shepherd,
proprietor of B. Duckworth & Sons Ltd.
Blackburn, has decided to call it a day.

His shop, which will close at Christmas 1980,
has sold Meccano ever since it first went on sale
in the early 1900's. Mr. Shepherd himself took
over immediately after the 1939-45 war and
well recalls the early days of austerity measures,
‘Meccano was very difficult to get then’, he
says, ‘I had to take orders well in advance as
most Meccano outfits had to go for export’. The
supply situation gradually improved however
and in recent years Meccano has been a fast
seller over Mr. Shepherd's counter.

Although he looks only 50, Mr. Shepherd is
in fact 80, and it is only the impending rede-
velopment of his property within Blackburn
that has made him decide to retire. His years of
selling Meccano to enthusiasts in the area have
been happy times and it is with regret that he
says farewell to his many customers. As a fre-
quent visitor to his shop myself I can say that
Mr. Shepherd's enthusiasm for the hobby has
always been a welcome feature of his service
and I'm sure I speak for Meccano enthusiasts
everywhere when [ wish him and Mrs.
Shepherd a very long and happy retirement.
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Retiring after 34 years as a Meccano Deal(}r.
Mr. Shepherd’s ready smile and efficient service
will be missed by all North-West enthusiasts.












