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MODEL OF THE MONTH

Cloth
Folding
Machine

HE Thread
Twisting
and Knopping
Machin'e
featured in the
September M .M. proved .
an exceptionally popular
model, and many readers
have written to ask for
models of more of the

fascinating machines used in the 40 3 7
preparation and finishing of cloth. To  Fig. 1. An attractive machine for folding completed
meet these requests this month we turn cloth into bales readv for despatch from the mills

again to the textile industry for our to the customer.

subject for the '"Model of the Month."”

The Cloth Folding Machine shown in of textile manufacturers is in lengths of
the pictures on these pages differs from approximately 60 yards, and our model
the textile machine we have described is based on a special machine that has
previously in that it is not used in the been developed to carry out the job
actual making of cloth. It is a machine  quickly and conveniently. The machine
designed to carry out the folding of folds the cloth concertina fashion, which

finished lengths
of cloth into
convenient bales 13 117 34 2
ready for i
distribution.
Most readers
will be familiar
with the bales of
cloth displayed by
drapers and
tailors, which
have to he
unrolled in order
to cut off the
lengths of cloth
required by
customers. The
cloth to be folded _ -
in the warehouses . . : i [ , :-
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Fig. 2. An underneath Gy e L

view of the Cloth
Folding Machine.




allows it to be unfolded and cut  Fig. 3. This view
to required lengths much more the mechanism
easily than is the case in a bale of
cloth rolled round a board.

The folding is carried out very
quickly, a length of 60 vards of
cloth being completed in less than
five minutes, and the resulting
bale forms a neat, almost square
package that is easy to handle.
These packages are wrapped in
paper for delivery in this
country, or are boxed in crates
for despatch overseas.

The model carries out the
essential movements of the
actual machine, and it is
exceptionally interesting to
watch in action. The folding
mechanismisoperated by levers,
which are actuated by cranks
driven by an E20R(S) Electric
Motor. Once the cloth has
been fed into the machine and
the Motor switched on, the
action is automatic until the
complete length of cloth is
folded. The folded cloth is supported
on a specially shaped spring-loaded
table, which presses the material against
the operating bars of the folding
mechanism. The table can be lowered by
operating a hand wheel, so that the package
of cloth can be withdrawn from the machine.

table.

controls the adjustable
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shows
that e s :

The action of the Cloth Folding
Machine is fascinating to watch, vet
the machine itself is comparatively
simple to assemble and it is easy
to adjust the mechanism. There is
sure to be a big demand for details
of this model, so make sure of
obtaining yvour copy of the instructions
by writing for them now. The
instructions contain full constructional
details of the Cloth Folding Machine
and a list of the parts required to
build it, and they can be obtained
by writing to the Editor enclosing a
2d. stamp for postage.

Readers living in Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, South Africa and
Ceylon can obtain copies of the
instructions for the current “Model
of the Month” by writing to the
main Meccano Agents for those
countries, enclosing suitable stamps
for return postage.

Fig. 4. Most of the main operating mechanism
of the Cloth Foldin{g Machine is seen in this
side view.
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MODEL OF 'THE MONT

CLOTH FOLDING MACHINE

Tllustrated in the February 1957 issue of the "Meccano Magazine™

Construction of the Frame

Bach side of th%b}‘z*ame is mads by bOltlIlP a 5--‘- Angle

sirder 1, a8 '?«:2-3" Strip 3, a girvder 4 made from = 12"" and a b"h Ang le
Girder overlapped four holes, and a '? 1 Anele Gll’d(_,l" to a L“*" Angle
Girder 8. The Girdesrs 4 =md 5 ars braeed by l~" Gorner Bracksts. A
'7-1-" An ie Girder 6 is bolted betwsen the Glrdc"ﬂs 1 =znd 4 as shown, =ud

it ple Girder 7 is Tixed to the Girder 5 and the Strip 3, and this
suppornr.. a '272{;" Lngle Girder 8. A &% Strip is bolted in the next totop
hole of each of the Girders 5 and 8, and tho othor ends of tle se Strips
ere connccted to Strip 3 by a f‘i’" Bolt The Bolt secures also an Angle
Bracket 9, whichis spacad “Qm the Strips by five Washers. A 5%;" Angle
Girder 10 is connceted to the uvper end of girder 4 snd is strengthened
by a Corier Gusesct. A Dovble Bent Strip 11 and a 357 Strip that supports
a l * Corper Bracket 12 axe a*:tachbd to the givder 4, end 2 3" Strip is
bq}.ta.d between girder 4 and the 3 '--" Strip to biace the assambly.

The two gides of the frame are comnected by *n - Angle Girders
and Strips, a 53" x 2% Flanged Plate, s 53" x 33" Flet Plete and a 6" Screwed
ROd lt.-.

Driving Mochanism.

e s

An F2OR(S) Electric Motor is bolted to the B x ?]3-“ Flanged
Plate and a 7/16" Pinion is Tixsd on its armaturs shaft., This Pinion
drives a 60-tooth Gear on a ?d Rod mounted in tho Motor snu—“m‘tcu, and
a 7,/16% Pinion on the same Rod meshes with a 60-tooilh Gear oa a G‘) Rod 14.
Rod 14 is supported in the Motcr side-~plates and it csrrics a -—" S'n rockot
placed outside the Trame of the model. This Sprocket is cumucted by Chain
to a 3" Sprocket 15 on an 8% Red 16 mounted in the girdsrs 4. Two -_«,1;"
Pinions on Rod 16 drive two 2-_?? Goars 17 set with their slots exactly in
line on a 61'? Rod , which is ouppormd in the gl rders 4,

Rod 16 carries a 1-" fixed Pulley comnecied by a crossoed

Driving Band to a 3% Pulley 18 on an 8- Rod 189, This Rod is fitted with
a Wood Holler held in place by two Bush Wheels, and it i1s mounted in Commer
Gussets bolted to the Girders 6. A second Wood Roller end two Bush Wioels
are placed on a ‘3‘~“ Rod supported in the end holes of the 3}’ Strips and
tho Gorner Brackots 12. Tho two Rollers should be comnected by an cndless —~
belt mede from thin rubber, flexible emcry ¢ loth or brown paper. This bolt
helps to fecd the cloth into the machine and kceps it clear of the operating
mechaniam. A guide roller on & b~l~" Rod 20 is made from two Slecve Plieces
snd three Chimney Adaptorss

An End Besring is lock-nubttced to sn arm of tho Motor switeh,
and a 4%-""‘ Rod 58 helidl in it is passed through tho frame and is fitted with s
%—" fixoed Pulloy at its upper end.

Dui.ﬁllq of thoe Bal *1’].(:111;"‘ Pb'l

= s s

Two 5-1'-- Strip 21 aro connceted by two J-" x % Double Anglo
Strips, with a Was hf*r on each of the bolts to space the Strips further
apart, end a l,,"‘* Cornor Bracket is bolted to cach Strip. The Strips









