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TO HELP MECCANO BOYS TO HAVE MORE

FUN THAN OTHER BOYS

A Meccano Planing Machine.

The illustration shows a very interesting mnde! of an engineering planing machino.

The work to be planed is secured on a table, here shown as a flanged piate, which
is caused to reciprocate beneath a cufting tool, with an uneven movement, so that
during the entting stroke the work moves slowly, and is returned at a greater speed,
thus economizing time in the ronming of the machine.
after each ¢nt the tool is traversed a slight distanco to one side, &5 that cventvally
the whole surface of the work is planed. In our model the traversing of the cutting
tool iz obtained by turning the bush.whee! handle at the near side, which rotatea s

threaded rod, engaging a threaded bush
secnred at the back of the cutting tool, Tn
order to bring the cutling tool down on to
the work, the mechanism shown at the side
is provided, consisting of a vertical rod at the
lower end of which i3 a bush.wheel handle,
the upper end carrying a bevel gear, engaging
another bevel gear on & rod carrying two
pinions, which engage two racks, secured to
the rear of the perforated plate, from which
the cutting tool is earried. Conscquently by
rotating the handle, the pinions causa the
racks to rise or fall, and bring the cutting ton]
down on to the work, or raise it ther¢from.

In actual planing machines,

Editorial.

Big Competition closed.

Qur £250 Competition closed un April 15th
g0 for as British entries were concerncd, and
the examination and adjudication of the
models is proceeding as rapidly as possible,
I hope to print & full list of the awacds in vur
pext issue,

Qur Story Competition,

I am wmore than gratified at the response
to this Competition. Stories from boy=s of all
ages are coming in daily, and it is quite evident
that this is going 1o be one of the most
ﬁgular competitions we have ever started.

more storics the merrier, boya! Send
yours in, and if it is a good one you will not
only reccive a goud prize, but will also see it
publishied in these pages.

Our New Train Factory.

Since our last issuc the new Meccano
Factory, for manufacturing Clockwork Traina
in, has heen completed and will be in full
working order shortly. New Trains, Coaches,
Trucks, Rails, Siznals, Stations, ctc., will
come from this factory in great variety, and
yon boys shonld look out for the wonderful
Homby Treain system during next winter.
It is certainly the most efficient and attractive
system yet produced:

The Meccano Guald,

The Sceretary of the Guild-has had a very
busy winter attending to the wants of the
many prosperous Meccano Clubs all over the
country. The growth of this fine movement
has been nothing short of remarkable, and
many thousands of Meccano boys are meeting
rezularly cach week and having good timea

he movement iz cven extending to the
Continent and o the Colonies, where Meccano

boys are forming Clubs in the big centres.
It iz a pleasore to read the letters which come
from members of these Clubs.

Meccano Boys as Editors.

[ am sure it would sarprisc my readers if
they knew the number of boys' Magazines
which are being produced in conncction with
Meceano Clubs. They all coatain much
mferesting matter, and many of them are
well produced, mostly with the sid of soms
form of duplicating machine. The boy
Editurs and contributors get much pleasure
from wriling and making up these Magazines,
und I am firmly convineed that the experience
and knowledge which they are gaining in this
way will prove most useful to them later.

Better Photographs wanted.

Let me remind my readers that 1 am
always glad to reccive photographs possessing
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Mcecano intevest, and o pay 2/6 for any
which I may use. The photographs may be
of themselves, their models, local engineering
structures which might form the hasis of new
Meccann models, or in fact anything of intereat
to readers of the MM, I have already
received a goodly number, some of which
I shall use ; hut meny of the photographs are
peor in quality, indistinct, and not suitable
for repraduction. The photographa must he
clear and shacp, otherwise 1 am not ahle to
use them.

The New Meceano
Cataloguc.

This beautiful new catalogne should be in
the hands of every Meccann hoy,

Besidea illustrating and deseribing each ont-
fit and explaining the simplicity and beauty
of the Meecann ayatem, it gives full particulacs
of the new Eleetrieal Aceessory Outfit,
Meceano Clockwark and Fleetrie Motors, the
Homby Clockwork Train System, which is
making snch a deep impression throughout
the conntry; the Tin Printed Clockwork
Traing and YVertieal Steam Eugines. It alen
contains twa full pages of illustrations of
Prize-winning  Models in the Big Meceano
Competitions, and a fully ilustrated liat of
the entive range of Meccano parts, including
the new and valuable oncs which have been
recently added.

The demand for “Meecano Products ™
following the announcement in awr previous
issues has been very heavy indecd, but there
are still thousands of Magazing readers who
have not taken advantage of this splendid
offer.

We with every reader of the “ Meccano
Magazine ™ to possess one of these heautiful
booklete, A copy will be sent FREE on
receipt of your posteand, Write to-day,

How to get the Meccano
Magazine regularly.

The Meccano Magazine is now sold
by most of the regular Mcccano dealers
but in order to prevent disappoint-
ment you should place an order with
vour dealer for a copy of cach issue to
be reserved for you. The price of each
issue is 1d. Il vou experience diffi-
cully we will mail you a copy regularly
on receipt of 6d. for the next six
issues, or 1/- for the next twelve,

Life Story of Meccano.
By Fraxk Horxey.
{Contined.)

A porlion of our Madel Room is fitted up
asa phatographie studio with all the necessary
backgrounds, screens, reflectors, ete. 1 think
some of you boys would be very much sur-
prized i you saw the number of photogeapls
taken in our studios in the eourse of a year
A: cach newly-invented medel is finally
completed it is first photographed in its
complete state, and after that, the necessary
sectional views of any intricate pi of
mechanism in the wmodel are also taken.
Photograﬂ:hg Meccano models is quite an
intricate buainess at times, and a conziderable
amount of experience and judgment are
necessary in deciding on the best view point,
and the correct exposure.  The great majority
of the illistrations in the Meccano Books of
Instructions, in our big range of literaturn,

and in our advertizements, are from photo- |

graphs faken in onr own stndios.  Our
Fhotographic Department i= always busy,
and in axder to expedite is work we have a
fully-cquipped Dark Room, for developing
plates, and making prints from the negatives
in varivus processes.  All our photos are taken
with Anmstipmat lenses, and mostly on
12 2 10 plates. The original photographs
taken are always much bigger than the Ginal
illustrations in our Books of Tnstructions and
in the “ Meccano Magazine,” as this enables us
to get finer and clearer results.  The process
of preparing a block from onc of our negatives
is pot altogether mechanical, a govd deal
being left to the skill and judgment of clever
urtista. A good print is first taken on gas-
light paper from the negative and mounted
on a strong board. An oxperienced artist
then dreaws the lines on the actual photograph
itself, as they will appear in the finished
illustration, emphaaising certain portions of
the mechaniam in order to clearly show the
methoid of construction and giving light and
shade to the model where necessary. The
artist uses a special kind of ink for this work,
and when he has finished his :i""k the whaole
of the tographic tion the print is
hleachecll'h:u?gb_‘? a s;g:ial chemieal [l:mmu,
leaving nothing but the artist’s work on the
print.  The binek for making the illustrations
for aur Manuals or other litemature is then
madle from the final work of the artist.

The mention of blocks and other illustra-
tions bringz me to a Department whose work
you are all familiar with, namely, our Adver-
ticing Department.  One of the main reasonz
why Meceano has been so suecessful is that
we have made its merits known, emphasiaed
them, and insisted upon them Jargely through
the mediwn of the public press in this and all
civilised conittrics, for the past twenty years.

Advertising is 3 very wonderful power, and
it iz very largely through this power that we
have been able to bring to the knowledge of
80 many of you boy:, and your parents, the
wonderful pleasures and ments of the Meccana
hobby. XNow advortising con bo done well
or it can be dono badly, and I pride myself
on the fact that no advertising in modern
timea has been more succeasful than our own,
We have made it our businesa to bring home
the merits of the Meccano hobby to every Loy
in this country, and I think I can safely claim
that we have done this. Our advertising has
always heen characterised by simplicity and
great clearness in demonstrating the junm,

easure and instructions to beobtained from
Meccano model building.

The Meccano Boy.

Many years ago we created a Meceano hoy
—a sturdy, happy-faced young man with joy
and fun cozing frum every feature and limb.
He hag always been dressed in the same way
in the eharacteristic Meccano check jersoy,
and he is always enjoying himsclf. Tam sure
that any of you hoys woukl recagnise his
merry face anywhere, and that vou will agree
that our advertisements would now seom
incomplete without him. 1 can assure you
that ke was not created without a great deal
of thought, and = good many sketches and
drawings were made before we coukd decide
upon kow old we ought to make him, how we
should dress him, and even how hiz hair
should be parted. Finally, a very clever
young lady actist was able to undesstand just
what we wanted and drew for ua the Meeeano
boy as you now know him. She has since
drawn him in black and white and i colours,
in nll kinds of poses, building and playing with
Meccano models, and alwayz with the same
appy face, and wearing his characteristic
jersey. We have aent him abroad to every
civilised comntry in the waorld, where his
bright eager figure is now appearing in the

t magazines and ne pers, stimulating
boyz of every nationality to taste the juys of
Meceanoland. The reason for hisgreal suceess

| is that he iz just a typical boy, a straight,

sturdy fellow wham every ather boy would
like to have for a chum.

Like Peter Pan, and like Mcecano itself, he
will never grow up, but will always remain
voung, heppy and healthy, always pointing
the way to now fun and happicr hours.

(To be continued.}

How to join Meccano
Sprocket Chain.

We have often heen asked by boys
to suggest the best method of joining
or separating the Meccano Sprocket
Chain, and ?nr their benefit we are
illustraling the hest tvpe of pliers to
use for this work. No difficulty should
be experienced il these sharp pointed
pliers are used, and they may be
obtained at any good ironmonger's
establishment.





















