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O doubt many boys wish they could
bendatanitaper apd chat-they ound
imitate the exploits of the great

Sherlock Hplmes. Now, the greatest
asset of a detective is his power of ob-

servation. A detective is, after all, a

human being. He does
Importance not derive his power to
of Details, track down criminals from

any supernatural gift.
He owes his prowess to his capacity for
observing those little details that often
2scape the notice of the ordinary person.
A finger print on the window through
which a burglar has entered; the re-
sainder of a cigarette that he had smoked :
» button from his waistcoat which, un-
swwown to him, fell upon the floor. All
these are trivial objects that might escape
the notice of any but a detective, trained
in observation.

Some months ago at Grimsby some
goods were bought and paid for with a
Bank of England note for £50. The
buyer was under the im-
pression that the note
tendered was a £5 note,
and the shop-keeper took

Aduventures of
a Banknole.

his word for it.
ly passed through the hands of four people
who never troubled to inspect it, each
thinking it was a note for £5 only. The
fifth person to receive it was a cashier in
a draper’s shop. Although he had keener
powers of observation than the others,
his cleverness eventually secured him two
months’ imprisonment for dishonesty.
On discovering the error that had pre-
viously been made, he decided to take
advantage of it and quietly pocketed the
balance of £45!

When the customer who first launched
the note on its travels ultimately dis-
covered his mistake, the note was traced
to the dishonest cashier and all the facts

i

The £50 note subsequent-

revealed. The cashier was sentenced
to two months’ imprisonment, in which
to ponder over the fact that it is better
to be honest than clever.

With this part of the story we are not
concerned, but 1 want to point out the
extraordinary fact that four intelligent
individuals handled this
£50 note in such a careless
manner that they were
nnder the imvesecsing its
value was. only £3. The opportunity of
examining /50 notes is probably not
given frequently to many readers of the
“M.M.”, but it is surprising to find how
many boys miss noticing other important
facts in their everyday life.

Keep your
Eyes Open.
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1t is a good game to imagine that you
are a detective, and to observe every detail
of each person that you meet. You should
endeavour to observe them
Playing so closely that, even some
Delectives. days later, you could
give a sufficiently minute
description of the person to enable him
to be arrested, even though he might be
in a different part of the country. You
will be surprised to find how, by training
your mind, important details will be
quickly brought to notice and how you
are able to remember them.

It is from their power of observation
that many men have made great dis-

£250 Given Away

Are you entering the
Great Meccano
Model-building Competition ?
£250 in Prizes.

Closing Date : 15th April.
For full paruculars see page 5

During a service in the cathedral
at Pisa, Galileo noticed
Observation the gentle swinging of
Leads to a lamp, hanging from the
Discovery. roof. This led him to the
discovery of the pendulum
and many of its applications. Sir William
Herschel, the illustrious astronomer,
noticed that one of the stars in his telescope
appeared slightly different from the
others. Following up this discovery he
found that this star was not a star at all,
but was in fact a new planet., Some
years later, keen observers noticed that
this new planet Uranus was not just where
it should be in the heavens. The dis-
crepancies between its actual position and
the calculated position, although extremely
minute, were sufficient to enable mathe-
maticians to say that they were caused by
the effect of the attraction of another
hitherto unknown body upon Herschel's
planet. Astronomers set to work to find
this unknown body, and subsequently
discovered still another planet, which was
named Neptune.

These are three of many illustrations
furnished by Astronomy that show
what wonderful discoveries observation
may lead to. Similar instances are found
in every science, and many books would
be required to enumerate the discoveries
that have been made, due solely to the
power of keen observation.

It is surprising how little-developed is
this power of observation in our everyday
life, and it is good and profitable that we
should cultivate it wherever possible,

coveries.
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A Town that Travels 6.000 Miles each Month

A TRIUMPH OF

we are told of a wonderful floating
island, and-of the adventures of its
inhabitants. The celebrated author, Dean
Swift, could scarcely have imagined that
his fantastical story could ever come true,
vet the super-liner "' Majestic,” the latest

IN that famous book " Gulliver's Travels "'

achievement in modern ship-building,
exceeds 11 wonuder even ihe dream of
Dean Swift. This amazing ship may

correctly be described as a floating town,
for it has its 5,000 inhabitants, its palatial
restaurants,

300 Years' Progress

Since the time of the little * Mayflower,”
ship-building has continued to make
remarkable progress, especially in the
case of trans-Atlantic liners. [t would
almost seem as though each of the *“ May-
flowey's "’ sucecessors had nibbled at one
side of Alice-in-Wonderland's cake, for
ships havz continued te grow until to day
they have reached gigantic proporuows.

A unique sight was seen recently at
Southampton docks, when three of these

lounges, gym-
nasiums, swim-
ming and
medicinal
baths. 1tsthea-
tre, hospital,
bakeries and
fire-station,
electric - lifts,
telephone ex-
change and
wireless
stations. In-
deed, almost
every detail
of a town's
organisation is
to be found on
board.

e

Feeding a Town -
To provide
for the feeding
of the popula-
tion of this
floating town
for five or six
days, the food-
stuffs carried
on one voyage
must include
among other
items such
huge quan-
tities as

200,000 1bs. of
fresh meat, The
50,000 eggs.
26,000 I1bs. of vegetables, 500 gallons

of milk and 3 tons of tea, not to mention
hundreds of chickens, ducks, geese, and
game. As a complete description of the
wonders of the * Maiestic’ would fill a
very large voiume, we are uvwy able lu
mention the more interesting features in
the space at our disposal.

Under the command of Sir Bertram
Hayes, the first merchant captain to be
knighted, the *‘ Majestic” sailed on her
maiden voyage across the Atlantic on the
10 May last year, having been placed
on the mail and passenger service between
Southampton, Cherbourg and New York.
She sailed from Southampton, the same
port from which, some three hundred
years ago, the ** Mayflower,” a sailing vessel
of 180 tons, set out with the Pilgrim
Fathers and their families. They, too,
were undertaking a voyage across the
Atlantic, but under conditions that were
totally different, both as regards comfort
and accommodation, from those that are
experienced to-day by passengers in the
“ Majestic.”

modern leviathans—*' Berengaria’ and
* Mauvelania” of the Cunard Line and
“Majestic” of the White Star Line—berthed
together. The ‘* Mauretania,” once the
largest ship in the world, seemed to
“ have her nese putout »f jrint " as the
saying is, by her two giant sisters. Even
her passengers looked up with respectful
admiration at the upper deck of the
“ Majestic”’ as she passed by, outward
bound for New York.

The ** Majestic '’ is well-named, for she
represents the last word in luxury, as well
as in size. This wonderful ship accommo-
dates 4,100 passengers, and carries a crew
of nearly 1,000. The little ** Mayflower "
was only of 180 tons burthen, but the
* Majestic”* is of 56,000 tons, or about
the same weight as the whole of the 135
vessels that formed the Spanish Armada.
When fully laden she displaces about
64,000 tons of water.

Funnels like Tunnels
The '* Majestic”” is 956 ft. (or nearly
one-fifth of a mile) in length. If laid

MODERN SHIP-BUILDING

alongside, Big Ben—the famous clock-
tower overlooking Westminster Bridge—
would indeed appear dwarfed in com-
parison. The ‘* Majestic” is, in fact,
almost twice as long as the Black-
pool Tower is high. She measures 100
ft. in breadth -and 186 ft. from keel
to smoke-stacks, thus rising to
about the height of a twelve-storey
ouilding.

She has nine decks, seven of which are
for the use of passengers. Above the top
deck rise the
three funnels,
each 30 ft. in
diameter. If
either of these
was placed
horizontally,
two trains
could pass each
other in it
with easel
Her massive
rudder - posts
and plates
weigh 140 tons,
and the stern-
posts, with
their brackets
for thetour pro-
peller  shafts,
weigh over 300
tons. She has
five anchors,
the largest
weighing 15
tons, the total
weight of the
anchors and
their cables
being over 230
tons.

World’s Largest Liner: The “ Majestic’’

Guarding against Fire

In building so large a vessel, every care
had to be taken to provide the very best
means of protection in case of accident. This
was the first consideration when the water-
tight bulkheads were designed. In order
to aim at stul greater sai€ly, uvweve:
the ship was also provided with a double
“skin ”* for part of her length.

To guard against fire the steel bulkheads
are coated with fire-proof material, and
provided with special fire-proof doors
that will resist a temperature of 2,900
degrees Fahrenheit. The main staircases
can be isolated, thus ensuring a means
of escape to the upper decks. The 450
fire alarms, placed at different points
throughout the vessel, work automatically.
From them, the officer on watch can tell
the exact part of the ship in which fire
has broken out.

Comfort and Luxury

The huge vessel is designed almost
exclusively for passenger traffic, and no
provision is made for cargo. In addition

































