Editorial.

€250 Competition,

Let me remind alt Meccano boys that the
closing date for the big best Model Competi-
tion is April 15th. FEntries are pouring in
and the eompetition is already an assured

success. I know that nearly every bov who |
plays with Meccano invents some new model |

or movement which does not appear in the

Meccano manuals, and we want all these

models and improvements so that we may
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of the crane jib.
lowered.

img spindle,

returned to Meceano Limited, entirely new
and up-to-date parts would be supplied for
them on payment of half list prices, Already
large numbers of my readers have taken
advantage of this concessien, and [ hope

i that all who possess any deteriorated or

make them known to other Meccano boys. |

The prizes in this biz contest are both generous |

and numerous.

New Meccano Parts for Old.

In our No. 15 issue I announced that if | hobby, will benefit greatly from it.

obsolete, damaged, or rusty parts were

damaged parts will have thir outfits freshened
up in this way. I find it necessary, however,
to make it clear that Meccano parts only
will be dealt with, and that no parts will be
exchanged which have not been manufactured
by Meccano Limited.

Our Suggestion Column.

This new feature of the M.\. is proving
wondérfully successful, and I am quite sure
that both the Meceano boys, and the Meccano
1 advise
all my veaders to read this column very care-

which are mounted two bevel pinions.
be brought into engagement with an upper pinion by .moving the
clutch handle. The axle rod of the upper pinion is connected by
a coupling to a length of serewed rod which passes through the
central screwed hole in an octagon
coupling is held on two short lengths of rod in the other lawer end

A New Meccano
Crane.

This splendid model was awarded n
valuable prize in one of our £200
Prize Competitions.

This is a very fine model and in
order to assist our readers to construct
it we have included a sectional drawing.
In due course this model will appear
in a new edition of the Meccano
Manual where it will be ilustrated and
very fully deseribed.

The raising or lowering of the jib is
obtained by pivoting the jib at its
lower end on a short axle rod, the
movement abont the  pivol  being
abtaiiel by wierdg the haddle sl ghe
side which drives through the two
large -gear wheels the clutéh rod on
Each of these pinions can

coupling, The octagon

By moving the elutch handle the upper pinion,

therefore, is rotated in one or other direction and the jib raised or
The load is raised or lowered from the same handle, on
the spindle of which is a pinion engaging a gear wheel on the wind.
The gear wheel on this spindle may be moved into or
out of engagement with the pinion by eperating the other handle
near the clutch handle.

The whole erane is mounted on a platform supported on four
wheels at right angles to each other, and they may run on raile
or on a flat surface to turn the erane round.

fully, and to make use of it when they ex-
perience difficulty in building any model
which they have invented, and consider that
a new accessory part would help them.

Increasing Editorial Correspondence.

My mail bag grows bigger and bigger every
week, and nothing pleases me better than to
read through the interesting lefters which
Meccano boys send to me. They come from
every part of the world, and I am especially
glad to note the increasing number which I
zet from Meccano enthusiasts in our colonies,
The one which [ am printing in anothec
column is quite typical, and I am sure you
will all be as interested in: redding it as I
have been:
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New Models Coming.

Next autumn will see the addition of a
goodly number of new and particularly
attractive models to the Meccano system.
Much ingenuity and thought have been spent
on them, and they will undoubtedly give
great pleasure and add much to the enjoy-
ment of all Meocano boys. They will be
illustrated in the new edition of the full
Meccano Manual of Instructions which is now
in preparation.

New Hornhy Clockwork Trains.

This successful clockwork train system is
being very rapidly developed. Bigger
engines, passenger coaches, new trucks,
larger radius lines, crossings, switches, etec.,
are all designed and decided upon, and are
already in the hands of skilled men in the
Meccano works, Nothing could exceed the
charming finish and heauty of these goods,
and there is no doubt that they will create a
sensation in.the world of toys next winter.

The New Meccano
Catalogue.

This beautiful new catalogue should be
in the hands of every Meccano boy.

Besides illustrating and describing each
outtit and explaining the simplicity and beauty
of the Meccano system, it gives full partiou-
.Jars of the new HKlectrical Accessory Outfits,
Meccano Clockwork and Electric Motors, the
Hornby Clockwork Train System which is
making such a deep impression throughout
the country: the Tin Printed Clockwork
Trains and Vertical Steam Engines. It
also contains two full pages of illustrations
of Prize-winning Models in the Big Meccano
Competitions, and a fully illustrated list of
the entire range of Meccano parts, including
the new and valuable ones which have been
recently added.

The demiand for “ Meceano Products”
following the announcement in our last
issue has been very heavy indeed, but there
are still thousands of Magazine readers who
hgve not taken advantage of this splendid
offer.

We wish every reader of the Meccano
Magazine to possess one of these beautiful
booklets. A copy will be sent FREE on
receipt of your posteard. Write to-day.

Change of Address.

Subscribers should immediately notify the
Editor of any change of address. Send a
josteard giving the old and new address, so
that records may be kept up to date.

Suggestions by
Meccano Boys.

Tn our last issue we reserved a special
column for dealing with suggestions for new
models, new parts and new features, intended
to improve the Meccano system and add
to its attractiveness. We dealt with a num-
ber of suggestions already received from
Meccano boys and added that any further
suggestions sent in by Meccano users would
be very welcome and would be most carefully
considered.

Since the a,ppea.ra,nce-'uf our last issue we

have received a large amount of correspon-

dence from Meccano users, many of whom
have made most interesting and useful sugges-
tions. We are dealin: with a large number
of these in this eolumm, and we have no doubt
that our notes will be found of great interest
to every Meccano user. Many other corres-
pondents have been replied to direct as we
have not sufficient space to deal with them all
here. We are always very pleased indeed to
hear from any Meccano boy who has an idea
which he considers will be useful to the
Meccano system,

W.W., Bellabouston, suggests that we
introduce a Meccano part to correspond
with two angle brackets bolted together.
We have already added to our list of
parts a 3" reversed bracket which will be
more rigid in its application to the con-
struction of models than two angle brac-
kets bolted together.

N.H., Shepherds Well, sends us a sugges-
tion for an eccentric wheel and conneec-
‘tion for use with a model of a steam
engine. This part would be very limited in

its applicatéon at bitt-tater onwe
hope to introduce one or two other parts

in connection with steam engines when we
shall take the eccentric into consideration.

A.V.L., Forest Gate, .London. We shall
shortly issue an improved system of lines
for the Hornby clockwork trains, which
may also be used in connection with

Meccano model wagons, ete. They will '

be made so that a third rail may be
fastened to the sleepers for running
electrical models.

Rev, W.S8.K., M.A., Hull. Your suggestion
to make the Hornby trains to run on the
free wheel principle would be impracti-
cable on the present design. The only
solution to this would be to introduce a
pull along train without clockwork, which
we may do later.

H.E.W., Tunbridge Wells. We are not clear
with regard to your suggestion for a bent
strip with eleven holes. If it is for a 5}*
strip to be bent at right angles, there
should be no difficulty in your doing this,
but if it is intended to be a flat angle
piece for making a rigid connection with
two strips at right angles, we would say
that we have in contemplation the intro-
duction of & part similar-to this but with
fewer holes. ~ .

LT., Coddington, Oxford. We announced in
the last issue of the M.M. a new type of
pawl, which may be used in conjunction
with the one inch gear wheel already in
our list of parts, and which will effect the
purpose of forming a ratchet and pawl.

H.A, Tiford. Your suggestion for a fly wheel
of about 3” or 4” diameter is one which
we have had tnder conasideration, and
we propose introducing one at'the earliest
opportunity.

E.ILLN., Chester-le-Street. We

AE.B., Redditch. An adjustable handle to
obtain greater speed may be made by
attaching a coupling to the end of a rod,
and inserting, say, a 33" rod at right
angles. To the other end of the 33" rod
should be attached another coupling with
a shorter rod for the handle. The handle
may be made shorter or longer by sliding
the 34” rod up or down the first coupling.

W.T.T., Southampton. We illustrate in our
Electrical Manual how to make a radiator
with Meccano parts and Electrical parts
contained in the Electrical Accessory
OQutfit.

W.D., Mansfield. Most of your suggestions
are very practical having in mind the
interchangeability of the parts. We
have, however, already included in our
list a number of parts which are very
similar to those you sugrest, such as
curved rack segment, triangular p'ate
but without collar and set screw, winding
drum formed by butting two bush wheels
against a wood roller, and very shortly we
shall issue a right angle piece with a
collar and set screw at the angle. The
other parts you illustrate will have con-
sideration later.

R.T., Lincoln. The part which you include
with your letter is called a Trunnion, and
we already have a similar piece in process
of manufacture.

L.” Perry, Maidstone, Your suggestion to
place a rubber ring around a pulley wheel
when used for a car or similar purpose is
a good one, but we have not thought fit
to include it in our system as suitable
rings can easily be obtained from any
dealer in rubber goods.

W.D,, Dudley. We note youf suggestion of
& grooved rod with a threaded set pin to
pegmit of a gear or other wheel being
moved along a rod, but we do not think
this would be practical with our present
rods on account of the smallness of the
diameter.

shall very
shortly issue a 4}” perforated strip, but
so far as the 4 and 6" strips are con-
cerned, we do not think these sizes would
be as useful as strips with am odd number
of holes, giving a centre hole. We
already provide 24", 33", 5}” and 12}”
braced girders and up to the present
these appear to have met all requirements.

D.8.H., Sheffield. We cannot see the pur-
pose of your suggestion for a T coupling.
Our present coupling permits of a rod
being secured at each end and one passed
through the centre hole if required,

C.F., Duckerfield. We are interested in the

photograph of a rope drive, and alse the
sketch for a combination of pulleys which
you have sent us. We are not sure
- whether there would be much advantage
in introducing such a part in the Meccano
list, as our present pulleys may be used
for the same purpose. For example, two
pulleys could be secured on the rods or
shaft with the flat sides of the pulleys
butted together and the pummels outside.

N.P.M., Hammersmith. We do not consider
that strips, angle girders or braced girders
of 87 length would be a convenient size.
If an 8” is necessary to complete your
model, you could overlap a 54" and 3}”
strip which would give' you the desired
length. We have not had a call for rods
longer than our present 114”. We are
sorry to hear of yourinfirmities, and send
you our sincerest sympathy.





















