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A BOY’S DELIGHT

Here's a tophole little launch which just
buzzes through the water under her own
steam.  Thousands of boys are already
having hours of delight with them on yacht
pond or calm river. It is a three-guinea
model for 12/6—beautifully finished, strong

and well made g{
GOES 20 MINUTES
AT ONE FILLING

There is a real little engine and the new
safety lamp raises a head of steam in very
few minutes. A safety valve is fitted to the
boiler and the oscillating cvlinder turns the
little twin bladed propeller to drive the
boat 20} minutes at one filling.

NOTHING LIKE IT FOR
PRICE ANYWHERE
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: YOU CAN : Or from Hobbies Branches at London, Glasgow, Manchester, Birmingham, Leeds,
I 1 Southampton, Brighton or Sheffield. From most good stores and sports houses and the
e | usual Hobbies Agencies. Also at 45, Colborne St., Toronto, Canada.




NEXT MONTH: FRENCH, SWISS AND ENGLISH RAILWAYS COMPARED.
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With the Editor

Our Cover

Our cover this month shows a view on the Rigi Railway, one
of the famous mountain railways of Switzerland. The electric
coach is seen climbing a narrow track that runs along the edge
of a precipice, as it winds its way up the mountain. Swiss Moun-
tain Railways are described in a special article in this month's
issue by Mr. . J. Shepstone, F.R.G.S., the well-known author
and traveller, whom we welcome as a new contributor to our
pages. Mr. Shepstone has promised us several other interesting
articles in the near future, including an account of the building
of the Sennar Dam across the Nile. 7The construction of this
gigantic work is a particular triumph for engineers because not
only was the work carried out in the face of great difficulties,
but the engineers literally had to race with Nature so as to get
the dam completed before the annual floods of the Nile set in.

Next Month

The July issue will include the first instalment of an article
comparing Swiss, Frerich, and English railways. This article has
been specially written for us by Mr. H. E. Underwood, who lives
in Geneva, Mr. Underwood, who has heen a member of the
Meccano Guild for many years, has contributed interesting news
items to the “ M.M."” for some time past, and he is now acting
as our special correspondent at Geneva. He is particularly
mterested in railways and has promised to send us some splendid
articles dealing with Swiss Railways and engineering works.
L feel sure that my readers will look forward to these features,
which will be published as opportunity permits,

For Our Cycling Readers

Our contributor ** Rover,” next month commences a special
serial article describing a tour in Somerset and Devon. Although
it may not be possible for a large number of our readers to go
over the same ground, I feel sure that all cyclists will be interested
in reading the new series.  They are written in a somewhat
different style from that which “ Rover " has hitherto adopted and
they contain a good deal of helpful instructions to cyclists generally,
as well as some reading in lighter vein.

Cycling tours are very similar no-matter in what part of the
country they are made, the only difierences being the scenery, the
nature of the road, and the incidents on route. *“ Rover ” is a
confirmed cyclist and has averaged 5,000 miles every year for
many years. He thinks there is nothing like cycling to keep
one fit! 1 hope that his enthusiasm for cycling will be infectious
and that a large number of my readers will be persuaded to get
out into the country on tour during the holidays this summer,

A “Fishy” Subject

This month I am commencing a special series of articles on
Aquariums and, as a result, many readers will no doubt be tempted
to set up a tank or a bell-jar and to stock it with interesting speci-
mens. [ feel sure that these articles will be appreciated. No
doubt many who already bhave aquariums—ar even who keep
the humble stickleback or tadpole in a jam-jar '—will learn with
surprise that there is such a thing as cruelty to fishes, and that
it is as easy to be kind to creatures that live in water as to
those that live on land. No doubt a good deal of pain is inflicted
unknowingly upon the inhabitants of an aquarium, but after
reading what our contributor has to say on the subject there
should be no excuse for any form of ' cruelty to fishes,”

The Railway Centenary

As most of my readers know, this year is the Centenary of the
steam locomotive, and special celebrations are being held in the
north of England to commemorate this anniversary. Although
the first train on the Stockton and Darlington Railway ran on
27th September 1825, the centenary celebrations are Leing held
in July next at the particular request of the international Railway
Congress, which represents the railways of the world. The Con-
gress mieets in different countries every year, and for 1925 the
meeting was to have been held in Madrid. Owing to the reports
of the centenary of British Railways, however, the Congress
Committee suggested that if the centenary celebrations could
be held in July they would hold their session in London. [or
this reason it has been decided to celebrate the birth of the railway
systems of the world on the site of the original Stockton and
Darlington Railway on the 2nd and 3rd July next, instead of
holding the celebrations on the actual anniversary of the opening
of the railway.

A special Railway Centenary number of the ** M.M." will be
published in September, and in addition to splendid articles on
the history of the locomotive, modern locomotives, and other
railway features, it will contain a full description of the Centenary
Celebrations. A special representative is being sent to Darlington
so that the events may be fully described and illustrated. TFurther
particulars will be published later.

A Famous Author’s Centenary

Speaking of centenaries, I read that the centenary of R, M.
Ballantyne, the famous author of boys’ stories, has recently
been celebrated in Edinburgh. Robert M. Ballantyne was born
on the 24th April, 1825, and when sixteen years of age received
an appointment with the Hudson Bay Fur Co. Although his
salary was only £20 a year, we imagine that a good number of
our readers would have envied him, for his work lay among the
traders and Red Indians in North America. The life was too
severe, however, and so affected his health that he had to return
to Scotland after six years of adventure. ,

In 1855, William Nelson, the famous Edinburgh publisher,
suggested he should write a book for boys dealing with his ex-
periences and adventures. Next year "' The Young Fur Traders ™
was published and meeting with great success, wis followed by
two other books, which dealt with adventures in different parts
of the world, The scenes were laid in countries that Ballantyne
had never seen, with the result that in his third book " Coral
Island '" he made at least one great blunder. On this mistake
being pointed out to him he determined never to write another
book without first “ obtaining information from the fountain
head.” With this maxim in mind he went to stay at Ramsgate
and made friends with Jarman, the local coxswain, before writing
" The Life-boat.” He visited the Bell Rock before writing ' The
Lighthouse " and for his splendid book ‘' Fighting the Flawies,”
he served with the London Salvage Corps as an amateur fireman.

1 hope that any of my readers who have not read Ballantyne's
books will do so without delay, for they include some of the finest
boys’ stories that have ever been written. In this connection [
wonder if any readér will be able to point out the blunder that
appears in '* Coral [sland."" 1 shall award a cheque for a guinea
to the sender of the first correct solution received before 31st
August. Mark your envelopes * Coral Island " and do not forget
to include your name and address. 5
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