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IV. SIGNALLING AND TRAIN CONTROL

AST month we showed how the sig-
L nalling of railways developed from
crude beginnings to the perfect
system of to-day, and we explained the
use of the principal signals, ‘* home,”
" distant,” ‘‘starting’’ and ** advanced
starting.” To complete our account we
must add that sometimes signal boxes
are not far enough apart to allow the
" distant " signal to be placed at the
standard distance from the ‘‘ home "
signal, and where that is the case the
" distant ” is placed on the same post as
the * advanced-starting,”’ " starting,”’ or
""home " signal of the previous box, its
position always being below the other
signal.

Protecting Junctions

Junctions are usually protected by two
"distant” and two ‘ home’ signals.
The two signal arms are arranged on a
" bracket "' as shown on page 21, the left-
hand and right-hand arms applying res-
pectively to trains proceeding to the left
or to the right at the junction. One of
the arms is generally placed higher than
the other, the higher arm applying to the
more important line,

In addition to the signals already
described, there are many others employed
for special purposes, such as shunting,
backing, etc.

The approaches to and the exits from
important stations present a bewildering
array of lines, points and crossings, and
at such places sets of signals are often
carried over the rails on a sort of bridge
called a ** gantry.”

Signalling Minjature Railways

The signalling of miniature railways as
far as it is carried out should follow the
principles on which real railways are
signalled. Generally speaking, however,
the fewer the signals used the better,
unless the layout is on a very elaborate

scale.
about a miniature system may look pretty,
but if they are not serving some railway-
like functien they are worse than useless.

A great deal depends upon the size of

the layout. If it is very small it may be
advisable to dispense altogether with
" distant " signals, using only * home "
and “‘ starting ' signals, In a layout of
fairly large size, however, the employment
of " distant " signals adds considerably
to the interest and realism of the railway.

The diagram in last month's issue showed
the signalling arrangements for a simple
station, where there is a double track and
cither a cross-over as illustrated or a siding
branching off beyond the * home " signal.
If there is no cross-over or siding, or if a
single track is being used, only ' distant,”
““home,” and ‘ starting” “signals are
necessary. The arrangements in this
diagram may be followed successfully in a
Hornby layout using the Windsor station.

The best fun is obtained by working the
signals along with brake rails. The trip-

Windsor Signal Cabin (Hornby Series)

A large number of signals scattered

picces on these rails may be set either to
stop the train or allow it to pass, according
to whether the signals are at ** all right **
or “danger.” With a little ingenuity
the signalling of trains into and out of a
station may be made quite a realistic
operation, adding very greatly to the
interest of the layout,

Providing Real Fun

Most boys do not get half the fun out of
their Hornby railways, a fact that is due
very largely to working without any
definite plan. Running trains aimlessly
round and round the track, and starting
and stopping them at random without
any particular object in view, soon becomes
monotonous. The best method is to
decide beforehand exactly what is to be
done. For instance, if two locos are
available, so that two trains can be run,
the first train may be made a passenger
express stopping only at the Windsor
station or perhaps at one wayside halt,
while the other train may be a goods train
calling at various points and being shunted
into sidings in order to allow the express
to go through. Such a scheme at once
introduces a purpose into the layout and
therefore provides real interest. If =z
third loco is available the interest may be
further increased by putting on a slow
passenger train, and so on.

If two or three locos and a fair number
of carriages and wagons are available,
it is a good idea to draw up a simple time-
table and run a regular service of trains
in accordance with it. The main thing in
every case is to work to a plan, however
simple this may be. Once the owner of a
Hornby railway has experienced the
fascination of running a service of trains
he will not rest until he has brought his
layout to the highest possible pitch of
perfection and made it in a real sense a
miniature railway,

(Continued on page 21)
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New Rolling Stock and Accessories

(HORNBY SERIES)

There are now 50 different train accessories—Stations, Signal-boxes, Lamps, Wagons, Level-Crossings, Foot-Bridges, Turn-
tables, etc. Further accessories will be added to the system from time to time, and will be announced in the pages of the “ M.M.""
All Hornby Rolling Stock and Accessories are built in correct proportion to the size, gauge, method of coupling, etc., of the Hornby
Trains and all have the uniformly beautiful finish that is the great feature of the Hornby series. With these accessories you can
build up a most realistic railway system, and the splendid range of rails, points, and crossings make possible endless variety in rail
layout. Hornby Trains are British made, and your dealer will be able to show you specimens of the new products.

SIDE TIPPING WAGON Ne. 2 LUMBER WAGON No. 2 LUGGAGE VAN

Excellent design and finish. Fitted with bolsters and stanchions for log transport. No. 1 LUGGAGE VAN Finished in colour.  Fitted with
Price 3/6 Suitable for 2 ft. radius rails only. Price 5/~ Representative colours. double doors. Suitable for 2 ft.
Price 4/ radius rails only. Price 6/6

SECCOTINE VAN No. 2 TIMBER WAGON No. 1 CATTLE TRUCK No. 2 CATTLE TRUCK
Price 4/- Beautifully enamelled in colour and stoved. Suitable Fitted with sliding door. Splendid model fitted with double
for 2 ft. radius rails only. FPrice 4/6 Very realistic design. doors. Suitable for 2 ft. radius

Price 4/- rails only. Price 6/6

T
) No.1LUMBER WAGON : ey 8
MILK TRAFFIC VAN ROTARY TIPPING WAGON Fitted with bolsters HOPPER WAGON CEMENT WAGON  GUNPOWDER VAN
Fitted with sliding door, com- Finished in colour. and stanchions for log Mechanically unloaded. Finished in colour. Finished in red.

plete with milk cans, Price4/6 Price 4/- transport. Price 2/~  Finished in colour. Price 4/- Price 4/~ Price 4/-

P 157 )k
; SNOW PLOUGH
GAS CYLINDER WAGON PETROL TANK WAGON REFRIGERATOR VAN Finished in grey, with
Finished in red, lettered gold. Finished in colour. Enamelled in white, revolving cutter driven
Price 3/- Price 3/- lettered black. Price 4/- from front axle.
. Price 5/6

&

BISCUIT VAN
Price 4/~

No. 1 TIMBER WAGON
Beautifully enamelled in
colour and stoved, Price 2/-

CRANE TRUCK

o S o X
pinvorking model  TROLLEY WAGON. Finished in colcur. BRAKE VAN - _
injs B M “‘6 " Suitable for 2 ft. radius rails only. Price 6/~ Finished in colour. BREAKDOWN VAN AND CRANE GUARD'S VAN
rice 4/1 Price 4/~ Excellent finish. Beautifully col- Price 5/-
oured. Suitable for 2 ft. radius

rails only. Price 7/=

LEVEL CROSSING
Beautifully designed in
colour. Measures 113 in.
% 7% in., with Gauge 0

Rails in position,

Price 6/6

“ETRNELaRe

ie

SIGNAL CABIN FOOT-BRIDGE WATER TANK

JUNCTION SIGNAL  Dimensions : height 6} in., width No. 1. With detachable signals. Drightly coloured in red,
Signal arms operated 3} in., length 6} in. Finished in SIGNAL Price 6/— yellow and black. 8} in.
by levers at base. colour and lettered * Windsor.”  Price 2/6 No. 2. Without signals. Price 3/6 in height, with fexible
Very realistic model Roof and back open to allow Signals, per pair 2/9 tube and pump lever.
standing 14 in. in sigonallevers to be fitted inside = Price 6/6
height, Price 5/6 cabin if desired. Price 6/6 TUNNEL
Price 7/6
SPRING
BUFFER STOF
. Price 1/6 HYDRAULIC
¥ BUFFERS
Price 5/-

ASK YOUR DEALER TO SHOW YOU SAMPLES


























































