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Meccano Parts

Il. GIRDERS (CLASS B)

For the purposes of this series of articles we have grouped all the Meccano parts indo fwo main sections, fermed the Structura and M echanical Sections, and
these sections have been further divided into a number of separate classes. The complete graum'n% was published in last month's “M.M."” as follows.
Class D,

Structural Section : Class A, Sirips; Class B, Girders ; Class C, Brackels, Trunnions, éfc. ;

and Literature.

Class P, Special Accessories ; Class Q, Miscellancous Mechanical parts.

MECCAN O Girders play a very important part in Meccano
engineering. They give great rigidity to any structure in
which they are incorporated and serve admirably as bearings

for shafting. A few Girders placed together with proper care and

braced by one or two Strips or
Rods will form a structure capable
of supporting a man's weight,
without the slightest disruption.
) The secret of the

A strength of the Meccano

: D Angle Girders is found

in the right-angle
formation of their
flanges, which enables
them to withstand

: bending stresses in any
iB direction. This will

: become  more clear

Fig. 1 from the following : —
If a wooden beam is

mounted so that both ends only are
supported, as in Fig. 4, and a heavy
load is placed upon it, it will
naturally bend. When this happens
it is obvious that the upper part of
the beam will be in compression
and the lower part in tension.
These compressive and tensional
forces exert a maximum effect along
the outer edges (AB, CD in the
sketch) of the beam, and decrease
toward the centre, in proportion
with their distance from the
centre, so that there is a zone
between the upper and lower
portions where the material of
the beam is neither in com-
pression nor in tension. It
will be obvious that the more
material there is above and
below the neutral axis, as this
zone is termed, the stronger
will be the beam. Hence it
will be clear that the strength
of a beam is determined by its
depth rather than by its width.

If a Meccano Strip is laid flat across the two supports shown in
Fig. 4 and a small-load placed upon it, it will bend considerably,
since the areas in compression and tension will be very small,
but if the Strip is placed on edge it will withstand a very much
greater load. Now a single Angle Girder combines the property
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How Girders are Designed

some why this should be so.
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rectangular shape.

This side in Tension

Fig. 4

weight for weight.

and tensional

A ¥ Plates, Boilers, etc. ; Class E, Nuls and Bolts, Tools,
Mechanical Section : Class M, Rods, Cranks and Couplings ; Class N, Wheels, Pulleys, Bearings, etc. ; Class O, Gears and Toothed Parls ;
In addition to these classes, the following showld be added lo the Mechanical
Class X, Motors, Accumulators, elc.

of two ordinary Strips secured rigidly at right angles along their
hence its great rigidity. When a Meccano boy runs
short of Girders he often improvises by placing two Strips together
lengthwise and bolting them at right angles by means of Angle

Brackets.
L-section Angle Girders (Nos. 7 to 9f)

The Meccano Angle Girders,
parts Nos. 7-9f, differ
only in their lengths. fA
Each is perforated with H
round holes in one flange
and elongated holes in
the other.  The object
of the elongated holes is
to provide the “ play " H
that often is necessary ‘B
when bolting a Girder to !
other parts. The value Fig, 2
of this play is illus-
trated in Figs. 1 and 2, which
represent sections of two Angle
Girders that are bolted together to
form channel-section girders. Fig.
1 shows the right method of
securing the Girders and Fig. 2 the
wrong method. In the former
the narrow flange of one Girder is
bolted to the broad flange of the
other, with the result that the
centres of the holes in the remaining
flanges are exactly opposite,
whereas the centres of the
corresponding holes in Fig. 2
are not in line.

The importance of thus
bolting the Girders correctly
together will become at once
apparent when it is desired to
journal a Rod through the
flanges of a channel girder of
this type. Of course to
journal the Rod in a girder of
the form shown in Fig. 1, it
will be necessary to bolt a
short Strip to the flange CD,

so that one of its round holes may be used instead of the elongated
hole of the Girder to receive the Rod.

All Meccano boys will know that girders are of various shapes,
but it may not be altogether clear to
It might
be thought that if a girder is to B
be placed across two supports as in  |f--q  r-- I
Fig. 4 and used to support a heavy :
compressive force, it should be of a ;
But a rectangular U
shape is not always the strongest form,
It has already
been pointed out that the compressive
forces to which

A B

the
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girder is subjected diminish towards the
centre, or neutral axis. Hence if a
rectangular girder is used to withstand
a bending stress a good deal of material
would be subjected to comparatively
little strain. Iig. 5 shows rectangular
and I-shaped girders having the same
sectional area. The I-girder would be
stronger than the other, for it is deeper
and has a large proportion of its mass
concentrated at the points A, where the
stresses are greatest. In the rectangular
girder the material corresponding with
the portions A occupies the positions indicated, where it is
subjected to comparatively little compressive or tensional force.

The parts BB of the I-girder are known as the “ flanges '’ and
the vertical part CC is called the ** web.” In practice the shape
of the I-girder shown would be modified still further in order
to make the best possible use of the material of which it is composed.

As_ a rule, I-girders designed for ordinary purposes, such
as railway lines, etc., are rolled from the solid, but if they are
required to be of exceptional size or to withstand exceptional
loads, as may be the case in bridge-building, they are sometimes
built up from a number of steel plates or smaller girders. Simi-
larly, in Meccano engineering, it is possible to build up girders
of this -shape and of
almost any size. A
typical Meccano I-girder
is shown in Fig. 7. 1t
consists of four Angle
Girders bolted to a Flat
Girder, which forms the
web.

It will be seen that the
I-girder resembles two
channel girders bolted
together. A simple
built-up channel girder,
consisting of two Angle
Girders connected to-
gether by Flat Girders
or by Flat Brackets, is
illustrated in Fig. 11.
1t will be found extremely
useful in building up
large structures.

Figs. 10 and 12 illus-
trate different types of
built-up girders that are
capable of withstanding
tremendous bending
stresses. The jib of the
Meccano Stiff Leg Der-
rick (model No. 7.9,
Special Instruction
Leaflet No. 6) which has
to withstand both bending
and compressive forces, consists of Angle Girders bolted together
in the formation shown in Fig. 10. Fig, 6 shows a built-up
rectangular girder, consisting of' four Angle Girders connected
together by Flat Girders, which form the four sides. A girder
of this type is best suited for use as a supporting column or pillar,
for it will withstand very great compressive force.

Two excellent examples of Meccano construction are illustrated
in Figs. 8 and 9, the subjects being sections of the Giant Block-
setting Crane (Special Instruction Leaflet No. 4). Fig. 8 shows
a portion of the travelling gantry, viewed from underneath,
while Fig. 9 is a detail view of one of the four columns that support
the gantry., It will be noticed that the upper horizontal girders,
which have to withstand considerable bending stresses, are of
the “ 1" type, similar to that shown in Fig. 7 but larger. The
supporting columns are in reality large rectangular girders;
note the use of Braced Girders, which form two sides of the
rectangle and serve to strengthen the corner Angle Girders.

Braced and Flat Girders

The Meccano Braced Girders (parts
Nos. 97-100a) are not only very
useful in building large structures,
but are also very ornamental. They
consist, in effect, of two parallel
strips placed so that the opposite
holes are 1} between centres, and
connected together by a series of
diagonal ties and struts. They are

Fig. 6

[ ]
-
[
-
[
)
Lo
r
¥
o
y

beautifully made, the perforations being
cleanly cut and rounded off so that there
is no roughness or sharp edges. Until
quite recently the parallel strips were
left unconnected at the ends, but all
Braced Girders now being made are
finished off at the ends by a strip of
metal at right angles to the sides, as will
be seen in Fig. 3. This of course is a
great improvement, as each Braced
Girder now forms a complete unit in
itself.

When connecting two Braced Girders
together by overlapping, they should, wherever possible, be
overlapped an odd number of holes, so that the diagonals coincide.
If they overlap an even number of holes the diagonals of one
Girder appear between those of the other, and the result is not
so neat or realistic. The uses of Braced Girders will be obvious
and a detailed description of them is not necessary therefore.

Flat Girders (parts Nos. 103-103k) are used principally in
connection with Angle Girders in building up large girders. Several
of their uses in this connection have already been mentioned
(see Figs. 6, 7 and 11). In appearance they resemble an Angle
Girder flattened out, and like the latter, they are perforated with
one row of round holes and one row of elongated holes.

Good use of Flat Girders is made in various parts of the Meccano

Dragline (Special Instruction Leaflet No. 27). For example,
each of the four-wheeled bogies upon which this model
runs, comsists primarily of two 34" Flat Girders

connected together by Double Brackets in
such a way that their
round holes can be used
as bearings for the wheel
B axles and gearing, etc.

An interesting demon-
stration of the value of
the elongated holes in
the Meccano Girders will
also be found in this
model. The compen-
sating beam, which is
pivoted at a central
point to the travelling
base and is mounted
across the rear pair of
bogies, consists of an
I-shaped girder similar
to that shown in Fig. 7.
Since the strain on this
girder is at a maximum
at its centre and di-
minishes towards the
ends, in practice it is
made deeper at the
centre than at the ends,
and this shape has been
reproduced very closely
in the Meccano model, owing to the fact that the play allowed
by the elongated holes enables the lower flanges of the I-girder
to be placed on a slant.

Girder Frames and Circular Girders

Part No. 113, Girder Frame, may be likened to a large Trunnion.
1t consists of a strip perforated with eleven holes, at the centre
of which, and at right-angles to it, is a piece 1}” long supported
by two diagonals. The part is clearly shown in Fig. 3. It is
particularly useful for bolting to the sides of Meccano wagons, etc.,
to form bearings for the axles, and it can be used to form journal
bearings in many other types of model. It also has a certain
ornamental value, as is shown by the Meccano model Flyboats
(Special Instruction Leaflet No. 33). In both the Single and
Double Flyboats, Girder Frames are used as finishing pieces for
the vertical A-frames which support the large revolving wheels.

Circular Girders (No. 143) prove useful wherever it is required
to build a rigid circular structure.
For example, two or more of these
parts may be used as the * ribs”
of a Meccano built-up boiler, a series
of Strips being bolted round their
circumference. (Incidentally, Hub
Discs, part No. 118, could be em-
ployed equally well for this purpose,
but these parts are included under
Class N : Wheels, Pulleys, etc.)

(Continued on page 133)







