636 THE MECCANO MAGAZINE

gmmul_luuuuuDDuuuDumﬁﬁijﬂmmﬂl—r IHWDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDULIuuuulJUUDDDDDEDE
L L
'F ith Hornby-Dublo Trains
- Fun wit ornby-Dublo Lrains:
E * * l:
0 The Fascination of Control 0
L] O
DOoOOOOODOOOOCO000 000000000000 00D00C00000O00000000000000000000000000

AST month we gave a general survey of the Hornby-
Ll)ubln Railway System and of its various components.
This month we make suggestions as to the various
operations that can be carried out as a result of the
special features of the System.

The perfect control that is afforded with the Electric
Train Sets makes possible some most fascinating working;
the engines can be made to behave exactly as if there were
enginemen in charge on their footplates, for they are
instantly responsive to every movement of the Controller
handle. The laying of the track is easy, and the connec-
tions between the power supply—whether Dublo Trans-
former or accumulator—and the Controller and track, are
simply made.

We will assume that the coaches are already alongside
the platform of the station. The station is the scene of
animated bustle as the Hornby-Dublo railwaymen go
about their work and attend generally to the wants of the
miniature passengers who are selecting their compart-
ments and getting settled for the journey. The locomotive
that is to take the train, No. 4498 *“‘Sir Nigel Gresley,” is,
we will suppose, waiting in a siding near the station.When
all is ready it can be brought gently on to the main line,
feeling its way just as the real locomotives do when they
are moving slowly. At a touch of the Controller handle the

“engine is stopped and then reversed in order to back

slowly into the station. The operation of coupling up,
which in real

The material
available in the
Hornby-Dublo
range enables
the model rail-
way owner to
carry out some
interesting
train working.
The compon-
ents of the
Passenger
Train Sets, for
example, both
clockwork and
electric, are
ideal for the re-

practice always
excites interest
among those on
the platform, is
a simple process
owing to the
certainty with
which the auto-
matic couplings
fitted to
Hornby-Dublo
stock  engage
with one
another.

At last the
departure time
is near, and at

})rm]ucticm of  Realistic working on a Hornby-Dublo layout. The Tank Locomotive is shunting the coaches into the station to form a train.  the appointcd

LN.ER. ex-
press operations. The streamlined locomotives, of which
“Str Nigel Gresley,” the subject of the Hornby-Dublo
model, is the best known, are employed in general main
line service and are to be seen working almost any of the
more important long-distance trains. Similarly the famous
teak passenger stock and the characteristic system of
articulation so long familiar on the East Coast Route are
splencilly reproduced in the Two-Coach Articulated
Unit packed in the Sets.

There is also a separate Corridor Coach that forms a
useful addition to the Articulated Unit in the composition
of a miniature express train. This separate Coach can
form part of the regular set of vehicles used for a particu-
lar service, or it can be used in addition as a through
coach for some destination, to be detached at an inter-
mediate point during the journey of the main train.

The running of Hornby-Dublo Trains is perfect, and
there is a real thrill in the management of the miniature
L.N.E.IR. express. Almost any of the important main line
trains of real practice can be represented by it, except the
high-speed trains such as “The Silver Jubilee” that are
made up of special stock. By correct management of the
single handle of the Dublo Controller all the movements of
the train can be regulated to reproduce exactly the
behaviour of real trains. Let us follow in imagination
the running of a Hornby-Dublo express.

The Streamlined Locomotive *‘Sir Nigel Gresley™ that is to haul the train is in the siding.

moment the
train moves off in a remarkably realistic manner, the
movement of the engine suggesting strongly the character-
istic getaway of the real streamliners. Once the train is
under way, speed can be varied according to the wishes of
the operator. The train can be kept moving moderately at
first, as if the engine were climbing as the real L.N.E.R.
trains have to do when leaving King’s Cross. Then it can
be speeded up, and again slowed down, exactly as
required. [ts passage round certain curves may be made
gently, and stations can be passed slowly just as if the
train were obeying speed restrictions such as are en-
countered on a real journey. These variations in speed that
are effected at a touch of the Controller handle make us
realise the thrill of perfect control; it is most exciting, too,
to watch the train dashing through a station or plunging
into one of the Hornby-Dublo Tunnels and suddenly
emerging at the other end.

Long non-stop runs can be arranged, but it is more
interesting from the operating point of view to run trains
that make one or two stops during their journeys. The
splendid speed regulation that is afforded makes it
possible to retard the train gradually and to bring it
alongside the platform with the uncanny precision that
seems to be second nature to most real engine drivers. The
Hornby-Dublo main line Station will accommodate the
coaches of a three-coach train alongside its platform.
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Fun with Hornby-Dublo Clockwork Trains

. Running Operations on a Simple Layout
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AST month we dealt with the running of Hornby-Dublo Electric

Trains, and described typical operations made possible by their
remarkably efficient and positive system of Remote Control. This
month we consider the running of Hornby-Dublo Clockwork Trains,
and in order to show what fun can be obtained we illustrate on this
page a specimen layout, the rails of which occupy a space 6 ft. by
3 {t., and describe typical oper-
ations that can be carried out
on it with passenger and goods
trains.

The layout is an extension of
the oval system of rails con-
tained in the Hornby-Dublo
Train Sets, to which points and
other rails have been added.
The main line is oval in form,
and has a running loop laid
parallel to one side of the oval.
From the opposite side two
dead-end branch lines turn off
inside the main track, and as
shown in the upper illustration
these can serve a standard Main
Line Station and a Goods Depot
respectively. Additional sta-
tions can be provided alongside
the main line, but the exact
arrangement of these can be
left to the individual model
railway owner, The double track

run should be made again, giving the motor from an unwound state
a little less than the number of half-turns of the key given on the
first run. For instance if 12 half-turns prove too much it is not a bad
plan to count the “clicks” of the ratchet after the eleventh half-turn;
if “11 and two clicks” is not enough, then an additional “click” on
the next run will probably be just right. Judgment must be exercised
as to the exact point at which to
stop winding, but after a little
experience it is not difficult to
give just the right amount
of “wind."”

While the express is at rest
we can wind up the locomotive
of the goods train and despatch
it for a trip round the main line.
‘We must not forget to set the
points at each end of the loop
road, as one or other of the
tracks is occupied by the
passenger train. With about the
same number of turns of the key
as we gave the passenger loco-
motive, the goods train will run
from the siding, make three
circuits of the track, and finally
come to rest on the loop. The
goods train can now be left
refuged while the passenger
train proceeds on its way. This
e train can stop at the inter-
- - 5 mediate station after one, two

formed by the main and loop

lines, for instance, could be A sceneon the layout described in this article, The
in order to clear the main line for the running o
Main Line Stalion in the centre of the lavout.

made to serve a double-road
station made up of two Main
Line Stations, or a Main Line Station and an Island Platform.
Alternatively the loop road need not serve a platform, but can be
used simply as a passing loop, or for running-round purposes.
The addition of a station outside the track will increase the width
of the space required by five inches.

In the series of operations to be described we will assume that we
are fortunate enough to possess two trains, one passenger and one
goods, made up as shown in the upper illustration. The braking and
reversing of Hornby-Dublo Clockwork Locomotives is performed by
means of levers, which project through the cab roof in the case of the
streamlined express locomotive “ Sir Nigel Gresley,” and are found in
the bunker of the Tank Loco-

Fc;gds train is being shunted into its siding,  or three circuits, the number of

e express, which is ready to leave the e of the key being varied
according to requirements.

It is now the turn of the passenger train to wait at the station. We
can therefore despatch the goods train, but in order to avoid delay to
the express we will imagine that the goods train is bound for the
goods yard. If we wind the Tank Locomotive to the extent of two
half-turns of the key and three “clicks"” of the ratchet the train will
run forward round the main line until it is just past the points
leading to the goods read. On reversing it will be found that the
locomotive still has sufficient energy to propel the train into the
siding. The express can now be despatched as before. When it has
reached the end of its run we can uncouple the Tank Locomotive
from the wagons in the siding, and if we then give it just over two
half-turns of the key it can be run

motive. It is very good fun, how- r

T round the track to couple on to the

ever, to see if we can make our

rear of the passenger train. After

clockwork engines stop just where
we want them to, without having
to touch them to apply the brake.
On a given layout it is possible
after a certain amount of experi-
menting to arrange this with great
accuracy by varying the mumber
of turns of the key that are given
to the engines. Actually, as each
twist of the hand when winding
moves the key through half a revo-
lution only, it would be more

coupling up, the engine is reversed
and then the express locomotive is
reversed also. The two engines be-
tween them, without any further
winding, will move the train out
backward from alongside the plat-
form round the main line until the
points leading to the inner station
are reached.

The Tank Locomotive can be
used in this way, as it adds to the
variety of operations, and it is not

correct to refer to halfsturns.

correct in any case even for empty

We will assume that at the com-
mencement of operations our
passenger train, consisting of a
Two-Coach Articulated Unit, is standing alongside the terminal
station platform, with the locomotive already attached. Similarly
the goods train, consisting of an 0-6-2 Tank, two Wagons, two
Vans and a Brake Van, is in the goods road alongside the Goods
Depot previously referred to. The first train movement can be run
by the express from the terminus to the passing station. If we give
the locomotive 11 or 12 half-turns of the key, assuming that it is
unwound at the start, we will find that it will leave the terminus and
make three full circuits of the track. It can then be diverted into the
loop road if this is served by a platform, or it can be run straight
into a stop on the parallel track.

Possibly the locomotive will run a little too far. In that case the

as the positions of

Diagram showing how the !?_zout referred to is made up. The rails only are shown,
e accessories can be left to individual choice.

passenger trains to be backed over
considerable distances along the
main line. The Tank Locomotive
by now will probably be run down, but after being detached from
the train the slightest amount of “wind” will be sufficient to carry
the engine into the goods siding again. The passenger locomotive can
then be made to back its train alongside the platform of the inner
station once more in order to commence a further round of duty.
For this purpose it is only necessary to turn the key for about
three “clicks” of the ratchet.

The trains are now in the same positions as they were when we
commenced operations. A great deal more variety is possible than
the necessarily simple operations that have been described in this
article. Individual Hornby-Dublo Train owners will all hawve their
own favourite schemes and we should like to hear about them.

























































