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This column is reserved
for dealing with suggestions
send in by Meccano wsers
for new paris, new models
and mew ways of making
Meccano model-building
We are always pleased to hear from any

afiraclive.
Meccano boy who has an tdea which he considers will be
useful in the Meccano system.

R. Bampas (Johannesburg, S.A.).—(1) We are
considering an increase in the variety of Bevel Gears.
(2) Regarding your idea for a ratchet clement, we
shall have to discover its applications, other than
the one you mention. (3} Architraves and Corner
Brackets serve the same purpose as your suggested
bracing strips. (4) We now list Chassis * Tyres "
(No. 142, price 4d. each).

J. Calder (Epsom).—{1) We are continually increasing
our range of rolling stock, but the particular type of
bogie truck you mention has not yet been added.
(2) A signal box with levers is in course of preparation.
(3) We propose altering the brake lever from the
curved rail to the straight rail.

T. J. Cooling (Bath).—Two Hornby Presentation
Train Sets are listed. They consist of a comprehensive
selection of items, but are not mounted. We fear
that it would be quite impossible to market them in
the form you suggest as they would be too bulky and
unwieldy. We quite see the advantages of your idea.

Jack Mason (Auckland, N.Z.).—{1) Thanks for your
long list of suggested new parts, but the majority are
merely modifications of existing parts. (2} A Flanged
Wheel of 24" diameter may be made by bolting a
Flanged Disc to a Face Plate.

H. A. Freeman (Willingdon, Sussex).—We see the
point you raise in connection with the butting of two
Double Angle Strips. An alternative methad of
overcoming this difficulty is to extend the Double
Angle Strip one hole and join by means of a Strip,
An extra hole in width should not make any con-
siderable difference to the general construction.

E. W. C. White (Wisbech).—We are experimenting
with a sliding action on the lines of your suggestion.

Nicholas Eyres (Richmond).—We shall go into the
matter of laterally-curved rack strips. It is not our
intention to produce Gauge 1 track at the moment.
The small demand for this size does not justify the
manufacturing outlay.
 Bert Hawkers (Romford).—We have decided to
introduce a transverse strip into the Meccano system.
Particulars will be furnished later.

W. R. Skelton (Kingsdown, nr, Deal).—It is not
practicable to provide curved rods. Curved or bent
elements cover an extremely wide field, and to provide
for this is quite out of the question. The present
Coupling No. 63 will give you an angle connection
similar to that depicted in your sketch.

P. S. Reed (Upper Deal).—Small tools such as you
mention would only have an ornamental use and their
introduction would not be justified.

Brian Harden (St. Albans).—A laterally curved

strip is restricted in use to its own particular diameter.
The matter of this type of curved strip is exercising
our attention.
_ Reg. F. Whittle (Bacup).—A stop on the rail worked
in conjunction with the signal will require a little
thought and working out, but we shall give the idea
careful consideration.

G. F. Chell {Wolverhampton).—We may shortly
be able to commence the designs of an electric loco-
motive.

Anthony A. Fletcher (Newick).—Your complaint
regarding the loosening of the wheels on the axles
is an isolated one. The fault is due, we think, to some
slight defect not noticeable at the time of assembly.
They would be replaced under our Guarantee.
We are considering the question of coupling up the
driving wheels, Please accept our best thanks for
your congratulatory message.

H.W.Va (Blaenau Festiniog)..—We appreciate
the value of vour suggested ferrule, for protecting
the threads of the screwed rod when running in a
bearing or when a wheel is fastened to it. We are
afraid, however, that there is not a sufficient margin
of space between the rod and the boss hole to permit
of the introduction of such an element. Anticipating
a possible suggestion from you on this point, a slight
reduction of the diameter of the screwed rod could
not be entertained as the present size is the adopted
standard.

Stanley Dunn (Bridgend).—The matter of a sliding
gear has already been dealt with in these columns.
We are considering the most suitable form to adop_t.t

New Meccano Parts

No. 16b. Axle Rods, 3* ... eachld.
., 141 Wire Lines (for clock) & 9d.
,» 142 Rubber Rings (Chassis

Tyres) ,, 4d.

The Escalator, or moving staircase, at Earl's Court

shows the remo!

on the Unds d Railway.

from the left-hand staircase, and on the right the tread in position.
of this staircase is referred to in the article on page 97 of this issue.
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‘What Broadcasting Means—(con. from f.101)

polite, very apologetic if anything goes
wrong or there is any delay, and guides us
through the programme, item by item.

Broadcasting Opera

The studio of a broadcasting station has
its limitations. For instance, an opera
performance on a big scale can only be
held in a properly-appointed theatre. In
such a case the ordinary land telephone
line is used.

Suppose it is decided to broadcast an
opera from Covent Garden Theatre.
Sensitive microphones are fitted at various
points in the theatre, so as to catch every
sound from the stage. These microphones
are connected by a land line to " 2L0O,"
the London broadcasting station. Shortly
before the opera is to commence, 2LO
announces to its listeners that it is “ now
switching over to Covent Garden.” Then
the microphones at the theatre are switched
in, the orchestra commences the overture,
this is transmitted by the land line to
21,0, amplified, and then broadcast by
wireless just as if the performance were
taking place in the ordinary studio. In
this way music lovers all over the country
are able to hear operatic performances by
the finest artists, and similarly concerts and
speeches can be broadcast from the actual
hall in which they are taking place.

Land-line transmission also enables a
broadcasting studio to be in a building in
the centre of a city, and the transmitting
apparatus and aerial in another district.
In the case of 21O, for exampile, the studio
where the artists perform is in Savoy Hill,
while the transmitting apparatus and
aerial are at Marconi House in the Strand.
A land-line connects the two places and
makes it possible to broadcast from the
studio just as though the artists were in
the same building as the transmitting

apparatus.

|

Into the Land of Fun—(cont. from page 93)

shaft) out of existing Meccano parts. The
difficulty was finally overcome (as is shown
in Fig. E in the October “ M.M.") by
using two Reversed Double Angle Brackets,
connected to Couplings carrying the driving
shaft. Shortly afterwards a new part
fitted with four set-screws, and consisting of
two interlocking parts, which are them-
selves detachable, was introduced. This
was No. 140, Universal Coupling. This
is a great improvement on the original
arrangement, as the made-up coupling
was not entirely satisfactory in use, and
was inclined to work loosely. The Uni-
versal Coupling may also be used to form
a flexible joint on two pieces of shafting
each of which is being driven at a different
angle.

Incidentally, this part is the very latest
addition to the Meccano system up to the
present time. 1 hear from the Factory,
however, that there are several other new
and important parts under consideration,
and when these are introduced, full
particulars will be announced in future
numbers of the ‘* M.M." Meanwhile,
if any of my readers have suggestions for
new parts that they consider would prove
of value, I strongly advise them to send
full particulars to the Editor. In des-
cribing new parts, it is always advisable to
give examples of the uses to which these
new parts may be applied, as this is a great
help to the experts who consider their
merits. It would also be interesting to
hear of any specially interesting purposes
to which the new parts, mentioned on
this page, have been applied, and T will
give 10/6 for the best suggestion in this
connection, Write your suggestion neat-
ly—with sketches if necessary—on one
side of the paper only, and address
your letter to * Spanner,” c/o Meccano
Ltd., Liverpool. Post before May 30.
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THE TRAINS WITH THE GUARANTEE U

A most valuable and remarkable feature of the Hornby Train is that it can be taken to pieces and rebuilt just like a Meccano E
model. All the parts are standardised, and there is as much fun taking Loco, Tender, Wagon, and Coaches to pieces and E
rebuilding them as there is in playing with them. Any lost or damaged parts may be replaced with new ones. 0l
| ]

O

[ |

O

1]

O

|

[}

No, 2 PULLMAN TRAIN 5

. n

HORNBY TRAIN PRICES =

No. 1 No. 2 O

Goods Set .. 25/6 Wagons ... ... each 3/9 Goods Set .. 45/- Wagons ... cach 3/9 E
Passenger Set ... e 35/- Tenders ... w3 No. 2 Pullman Set e T0/- Tenders ... i 4/- &l
Locos ... ¢ach 16/- Passenger Coaches nw  6/6 Laocos .. each 30/- Pullman Cars o 16/- E
O
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Nu. I PASSENGER TRAIN No. 1 GOODS TRAIN

Clockwork Train Rolling Stock and Accessories

All Train Accessories are built in correct proportion to the Hornby Trains and have that beautiful finish which is the great
feature of the Hornby system. Many new accessories are being added this year. Ask your dealer to show you samples.

R%ﬁg:ﬁ-ﬁgi‘:?f;r&?‘s Excellent modelquel;)nsxgﬁnl;j}‘ A:!l‘rl-gs:cd and finished F iltm'hﬁh"-gﬁgﬂ‘:dﬁ(ﬁ?iom'
lettered black. Each 4/6 Dimensions : Length 2 it, 9 in., breadth 6 in., height 7 in. Each 12/6 plete with milk cans, Each 5/-

Bl im| Jul sl iu| =} is] |s] (=] =] (=l =i =] el = =] =l (= (= =l S (=) =] (s] (=] (s = = =] (=] (= (= = (= (=] (= = (=] (=] (=] =] = (= (=] (= (=] =]

-
——
-
No. 1 CATTLE TRUCKS
BREAKDOWN VANS AND CRANES Fitted with sliding door .
SPRING BUFFER Excellent finish. Beautifully coloured. Very realistic desigu.
STOPS. Each 2/~ Suitable for 2 ft, radius rails oniy. Each 7/- Each 4/6
SINGLE LAMP \_‘-;
STANDARDS n .
A four-volt bulb may be fitted TELEGRAPH
into the globe. POL
Each 3/- TARY Eac -
/- ROTAR I’in.il;allirﬂlﬁlccn&f.(:o“s GAS CYLINDER WAGONS Each 3/
Each 3/6 Finished in red, lettered gold.
) TURNTABLES. Each 4/6 Each 4/-

FROM ALL MECCANO DEALERS
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E have received a very large number
of requests that this page of

”

* Fireside Fun " shall be con-
tinued throughout the summer months.
Although it was originally intended to
feature the page only in the winter, we
feel compelled to respond to the insistent
demands of our readers, and whenever
possible we shall therefore include a page
of ** Fireside Fun ' in each future issue.
We would remind our readers that we offer
5/— for the best puzzle submitted every
month, and 2/6 for every other puzzle

used. This offer remains open until
further notice.
- * Ll *
In our December number we gave
several sentences commencing with

the same word, syllable or sound, that
are difficult to repeat, especially when
repeated several times in succession.
These tongue-twisters such as " truly
rural " and ‘* a pound of mixed biscuits,”

are evidently very popular with our
readers, for we have received numerous
requests for further examples. We have

collected one or two interesting tongue-
twisters, therefore, and print these. We
are hoping to give two or three more next
month. In the meantime if any of our
readers know of any particularly good
examples we shall be pleased to receive
them and to pay for those used at our
usual rates.
* *® - *

A very good tongue-twister is the well-
known verse about the sea shells:

She sells sea shells on the sea shore ;
The shells she sells are sea shells, I'm sure.
So if she sells sea shells on the sea shore,
Then 1'm sure she sells sea shore shells.

Repeated rapidly ten or twenty times
this makes one sound like a tank engine
shunting |

3 * L] *

Then there is the famous verse about
Betty and the butter:

Betty Botta bought some butter.

" But,” she said, ‘' this butter’s bitter,
But a bit of better butter

Will but make my butter better.”

So she bought a bit of butter,

Better than the bitter butter,

And it made her butter better.

So "twas better Betty Botta

Bought a bit of better butter.

* * * *®

The letter " C,” especially when followed
by " r,” gives plenty of scope for unruly
tongues, as the following verse shows:

f
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Captain Crackskull cracked a catchpoll’'s
cockscomb ;

Did Captain Crackskull crack a catchpoll’'s
cockscomb ?

If Captain Crackskull cracked a catchpoll’s
cockscomb,

Where's the catchpoll’s cockscomb Captain
Crackskull cracked ?

* * * *

The tongue-twister about the woodchuck
almost knots one’s tongue completely.
Try this in bed at night if you can’t sleep
and I will guarantee you will fall off before
you can repeat it a hundred times!
Say it softly though, or you’ll wake the
others, and they will imagine you are in
some new kind of fit !

How much wood would a woodchuck
chuck if a woodchuck could chuck wood ?
If a woodchuck could chuck wood, the
wood that a woodchuck could chuck is
the wood that a woodchuck could chuck,
if the woodchuck that could chuck wood
would chuck, or a woodchuck could chuck

wood.
* * * *

Puzzle No. 17.
The Flock of Geese

Brown one day drove his flock of geese .
And met with farmer Gay. * How much a-piece
For this flock did you pay 7 "
Says Brown, * I paid for all I drive
Just six pounds and a crown
And I'm going to sell them all but five,
At vonder market town,
When fifteen pence a head I'll charge
Above what they cost me.
And thus obtain a snm as large
As | gave for all, you see.”

Can any reader state how many geese
Brown bought, how much he paid for
each, and what price he asked ?

(Contributed by Masler J. McGregor, of Govan, N.B.)

* * 4 *
4";
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* What an awful gash you have on your
forehead ! ”
** Oh, next to nothing—next to nothing.”
- - - L

This Month's Short Story
Barber, shave ;
Man, sneeze ;
Customer, dead :
Next, please !
» . - -

We never thought of that
Mother : *“There now ! I've read you the whole
story of the Ark and you must go to sleep ! "
Tommy : “ Yes, but first tell me what would have
happened if Noah had sent out a sea-gull instead of
a dove? ™

. . . 3

“ Yes, we have no—"'

* This song about bananas makes me tired,” said
the Old Gentleman., " In my day we had songs like
‘' Ta-Ra-Ra-Boom-De-Ay " and * Daddy Wouldn't
Buy Me a Bow-wow.' Songs like those had some
sense in 'em!"”

Answers to Last Month's Puzzles

No. 11 Nothing.
No. 12 24 Ibs.
No. 13 Ann's age: 18.
No. 14 Mary's age: 40. Ann's age: 24.
No. 15 79 days' voyage.
No, 16 25 miles.
* * * *

Waiter . " D] vou Lave turtle or ox
tail soup, sir 7 "

Diner: 1 don't know—it tasted
mostly like soap.”

Waiter :  * That was the turtle soup,
sir. The ox tail tastes like paraffin.”

* *® * -

Puzzle No. 18.

The verses with the missing words that
we recently printed have proved very
popular, and we are printing another
similar verse of this nature.

Nosavi sat in his...... gray,

Watching the moonbeams...... play,

On a keg that in the bushes lay,

And the leaves with their...... took up the
song,

Thou...... the brave. Thou,..... the strong.

To thee doth ...... of great battles belong.

John Barleycorn, my king.

This verse has been submitted by Master
Norman T. Nicholson, of Falkirk. The
word in this case consists of six letters,
the word in each case being different
but composed of the same six letters in

different order. The answer will be
given next month.
* - * *

On mules we find two legs behind,
And two we find before,

We stand behind, before we find,
‘What the two behind be for |

- * * L

Tried in the Short Circuit Court

A man, arrested for assault and battery, was before
the judge:

Judge : ' What is your name, your occupation and
what are you charged with ? "

Prisoner : “ My name is Spark, sir. I am an
electrician, and 1 am charged with battery.'

Judge : " Six days in a dry cell!"™
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We offer a prize of 5/- for the best puzzle
submitted each month, and grizu of 2/6 each
for any other puzzles printed.
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O Puzzles should be expressed as clearly as
[] possible and the answers should be given in each
[ case. Diagrams should be clearly drawn and
O letters should be addressed ‘' Puzzles,"" Meccano
0 Magazine, Binns Road, Liverpool.
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