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RACTION ENGINES have been familiar features
on our roads for many years, and in spite of the
invasion by petrol-driven vehicles they continue
in evidence.

Primarily, traction engines were intended for hauling
heavy loads for long distances on roads, and were designed
to travel at a low speed. Instead of the driving wheels
being directly driven from the piston rod, as in the case
of a locomotive, power is transmitted by a system of spur
gearing. The effect of this is to develop a much greater
tractive force for each h.p. of the engine.

The driving wheels of a traction engine form the rear
pair and are usually of large diameter. The leading
pair of wheels are considerably smaller, and their
axle is capable of being turned about a central pivot, by
which means the engine is steered.

Compound Traction Engines

Small traction engines are generally driven from a
single cylinder, but large engines intended for heavy work
are of the compound type with two cylinders, high and
low-pressure. Traction engines of this type show
several advantages over the single cylinder type. For
example, with compound cylinders the full expansive
force of high-pressure steam is utilised, effecting a saving
in fuel and water of from 20 to 30 per cent., with a
corresponding saving in the life of the firebox and
boiler. This economy in fuel and water consumption
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is of great importance, apart from the reduced working
costs, for often traction engines are required to travel
considerable distances, and fuel and water are not always
available at all points on their journey.

A further advantage of the compound type is the
fact that high-pressure steam can be admitted momen-
tarily into the low-pressure steam-chest by means of
a self-closing starting valve, the power of the engine
being thus increased and starting facilitated. There is
also less risk than with single cylinder engines of sparks
being thrown out of the chimney. Yet another ad-
vantage is that there is less noise, due to the low pressure
of the exhaust steam.

Straw Used as Fuel

Although the standard traction engine is designed
for burning coal fuel, almost any kind of fuel may be
used, providing a suitable firebox and fire bars are fitted.
In large grain growing countries such as Canada and the
Argentine, straw is used very successfully as fuel. In
this case special boilers and extra large fireboxes are
needed, together with a special form of grate, spark-
arresting chimneys and straw-feeding apparatus. Wood
also may be burned and almost any kind of liquid fuel
may be employed. ,

The value of such engines for heavy haulage work is
obvious, but there are also other purposes for which
engines of this type may be employed, notably in
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agriculture on a large scale. Heavy traction engines are
not able to traverse the land to be cultivated so as to haul
ploughs or other implements, but they are made to do the
work indirectly.

Traction Engines on the
Farm

The hauling is done

by means of a cable
system, which does
away with the necessity
for the engines passing
over the cultivated area.
For this purpose, two
engines are required,
each being fitted with a
large winding drum around
which passes a cable. The
engines are placed one at each sidc 44
of the field and the plough or other - 36
implement is attached to the cable.
One engine hauls the plough across the field by winding
the cable on to its winding drum, after which the second
engine hauls the plough back again by the same means.
As the engines remain stationary while pulling the
plough they are able to exert their full power on the cable.
At the end of each “ bout ” the first
engine moves forward a few yards—
while the second engine is pulling
the plough across the field—and is
ready to pull the plough back again as
soon as the second engine has com-
pleted its ‘““ bout.” This operation
is continued until the field is com-
pletely covered.

All types of ploughs may be used
with cable haulage—paring ploughs
for light stubble skimming and paring,
where land has been previously culti-
vated ; topsoil ploughs for cereal and
root crop cultivation ; subsoil ploughs
for deep cultivation for potatoes,
sugar-beet, and other root crops;
breaking ploughs for ploughing land
not previously cultivated and so on.
In addition to ploughs, almost all
agricultural implements may be
operated in the same manner, in-
cluding harrows, rollers, cu1t1vators, ditching machines,
etc.

The value of the traction engine on a farm is by no
means confined to this kind of work, for the same engine
will successfully operate any kind of farm machinery,
being specially useful for threshmg and
similar purposes.

Light Steam Tractors

Among the many interesting applica-
tions of the traction engine, apart from
agriculture, is that of supplying the needs
of the travelling showman. Such
engines haul his caravans and apparatus
from one fair-ground to another, and
during the “ show "’ they are an economi-
cal and reliable source of power for :
running roundabouts of all kinds and 1
driving dynamos for supplying electric
light to the circus tents, stalls, etc.

For certain purposes the heavy traction engine is
unsuitable, and a smaller and lighter tractor is substituted
with great success.

This is particularly the case where
soft ground has to be
traversed, on which
there would be a possi-
bility of a heavier
vehicle sticking fast.
These light steam trac-
tors have great hauling
power, although not so
great as that of the
bigger type, and they
have the compensating
advantage that they
are able to travel con-
siderably faster.
When a tractor is not
required for road haul-
rig. A age work it may be
used for almost any
purpose for which a stationary engine is suitable, includ-
ing the driving of dynamos, circular saws, pumps and
similar machinery. For work of this kind the steam
tractor indeed has a very valuable advantage over the
stationary engine in that it can go anywhere where work
has to be done, and that it can be
quickly and easily moved about to
the best position for exerting its
maximum power.

The Meccano Traction Engine

One of the most interesting
features of this model is the
transmission, which is by eccen-
trics and pawl and ratchet gearing
to’ the road-wheels. This is a
similar form of transmission to
that used in the Meccano model
of the Constantinesco gear, fitted
to the Meccano Chassis and des-
cribed in our issue of April last.

To deal first with the trans-
mission it may be pointed out that
the driven spindle (1) of the
Electric Motor carries a $"Sprocket
Fi. B Wheel, which is coupled by a
Chain (2) to a 14" Sprocket Wheel

(3) on the Rod (4).

Secured on this Rod are two. Eccentrics (5 and 6)
connected by 41" Strips (7) to Pivot Bolts (10 Fig. C).
These are secured to 13" Flat Girders (10a) pivoting

about a Rod (8) carrying the Fly Wheel (9). On the

Pivot Bolts (10) are pivoted double

10 Pawls, which engage two 1" Gear

Wheels (11) secured on the Rod (8).

Spring cord (12) connected to the screws

(11b) keep the Pawls in engagement
with the Gear Wheels (11).

Details of Transmission

Consequently, when the motor
is running, the Eccentrics (5 and 6)
cause the Pawls to rock to and fro
about the Rod (8) and so rotate the
Gear Wheels (11) and the Rod (8) to
which the wheels are secured. A '
Fig. C (Continued on page 61)






