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The Life Story of

Meccano
By Frank Horwsy.
(Continued.)

After T was married and had boys of my own
1 still made models as eagerly and enthusiastic-
ally as ever, and when my boys grew old
enough, it was my delight to make mechanical
toys for them, and join in their play.

We were always working and playing to-
gether; always thinking out something new,
and it was my delight in my spare moments to
plan out new ideas and games for them to play
with. It was in this way that I first came to
think of the Meccano system,

One snowy Christmas Eve I was taking a long
railway journey, and as I sat in my corner seat,
my mind was,asusual, turning over new schemes
for my boys’ enjoyment. We were expe-
riencing some trouble in our little workshop
through not having a number of little parts for
building up & fine crane which we were making.
We could not buy them anywhere, and it would
be a long laborious process to make them. I
wanted some parts which could be applied in
different ways to the model, and which could
be adjusted to give different movements by
alteration of position, &c., and as I studied the
problem it scemed to ms that the only way to
get what I wanted was to have parts perforated
with a series of holes so that they could be
bolted up into the model in different positions,
and at different angles.

I tell you, boys, that I was pleased when
I hit on this solution of our trouble, but I
had no idea then that the few hours’ close
thought which I was giving to my hobby
were destined to change the entire future
course of my life and work. The more I thought
over my new parts the better I liked them, It
seemed o me that if I only had a number of
these parts, made of sufficiently strong material,
and with holes coming in the right places, we
could not only build the crane we were busy on,
but other cranes of different types.

1 felt very enthusiastic over the idea, and
as soon as I got back home I bought a
sheet of copper, and commenced to cut out
the parts. I used copper because it is a soft
metal, and was easy for me to work. My first
difficulty was to decide on the most useful
types and sizes of the parts which I was
going to use,

I had by this time got away altogether
from the idea of making them just for use in
our new crane, and I was determined that
no matter what model we made in the
future, the same parts should be useful. T
finally decided that I would make all my
strips 4in. in width, with a hole every 4in. apart,
from the centre of the strip; I first made a 24in.,
a 54in., and a 12in. strip, but I found that the
latter was wrong, if I intended to keep a central
hole, 80 T increased it to 124in. It was a long
job to make all the strips that I wanted, but
as I thought how useful they were going to
be to me, I never got tired of the work,

(T'o be continued.)

This Model took a
big Prize in the
1915-16 Competition.
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Editorial.
Competition Results.

1 am sure that it must have tried the patience
of all you boys to wait 8o long for the results
of the big Meccano competition, but here they
are at last, and many a happy boy is now en-
joying the handsome prize which has been sent
to him. I congratulate all the winners, and to
the losers I would say that if they persevere and
send something in for the next competition
which contains any real merit, they will
certainly get a prize. Entries are already
coming in, and I prophesy that the 1917-8
competition will be the most successful we
have ever had.

Meccano Helps Our Heroes.

I have received many letters recently telling
me how useful Meccano has proved itself in
hospitals in this country and in France in
interesting and amusing our wounded soldiers.
If any of you boys or parents wish to confer a
boon on any of our wounded heroes you could
not do better than send them a Meccano outfit,

I have received a very interesting letter from
a member of our staff now with the forces, who
writes: “I had occasion to visit Salonica
recently, and in a quaint old emporium I came
across several Meccano outfits, and T could not
help being pleased by finding the results of
perhaps my own work in such an outlandish
place.” This little touch of home must have
given great pleasure to our young friend.
Grecian boys have been fond of Meccano for
many years past,

Meccano Scarce This Year.

Meccano is going to be very scarce this year,
owing to most of our factory being engaged on
national work, and I am afraid that many boys
who defer purchasing will have to go without
until we can increase our output. The best
advice I can give yon is that you buy your new
outfits and parts early, and do not wait untidl
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