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themselves.
L 2%in. x,2}in. flat plate forming the head. The cord
It is atitached at ite other end to the periphery of a 3in. pulley wheel,
ke the tail wag, eords are fastened to each end of the pivotted 34in.

St. George and the Dragon.

1f Meccano boys could sit beside the judges when they
to see the extraordinary ingenuity displayed by competito
example from the competition just closed. A boy
We hope that many of our readers will find this model sufficiently interesting to build for
of the dragon work by means of a cord fastened to a 3} in. strip which is attached to the
is passed through a hole in the 124in. strip, which forms the back-bone.
which is caused to rotate as the dragon moves along the ground. To ma

are considering the entries in our £250 Competition, they would assuredly be amazed
rs in applying Meccano parts to novel and unexpected uses. We illustrate here an
who can create such a formidable monster must be blessed with a bright and vivid imagination.

It requires little description. The jaws

strip which carries the bush wheel and propeller blade forming the tail, and attached at their other ends to angle brackets bolted to the back

wheels. As the gnimal moves along the ground the tail wags in quite a realistic way.

Editorial.

£250 Competition Results,

I am pleased to be able to announce the
full results of our last big contest in this issue.
This has been a most successful event, and
the work of adjudication has been long and
difficult. Many fine models were sent in and
I hope to illustrate some of the best in the
M. M. a little later.

Meccano Boys busy during the Summer.
Although Meccano model building is mostly
done during the Winter evenings, my heavy
mail bag shews me that Meccano boys are by
no means idle during the Summer. There is

a vast’ amount of experimenting being done |

with the fine new parts which have recently
been added, and keen workers are evolving
new and ingenious types of models of which
much will be heard later.

Meccano Friendships.
Nothing has given me so mueh pleagure

recently as to observe the great number of |
strong and happy friendships which are daily
being formed amongst Meccano boys. Mec-
cano Club work, organised and encouraged
by the Meccano Guild, and our flourishing
Correspondence Club are in a large measure
responsible for this, and many a lonely boy |
has reason to feel grateful to the hobby that J
|

has been the means of forming friendships
for him amongst the cleanest and cleverest
boys in the kingdom.

Which would you choose ?

It has often been suggested that I should
publish the lives of great inventors in the
Meccano Magazine. Other suggestions have
been for some account of different engineering
dppliances, such as Cranes, Bridges or
Machines. Yet again, some readers would
like to have as a regular feature, a short
articls on engineermg achievements. I |
should like the readers of the Meccano
Magazine to write and let me know which |

of these articles they would prefer—there is
not room for them all—and we shall publish
that series which is chosen by most of our
readers. Address your letter or post-card to
the Editor.

Increased Poslage.

I would remind my numerous corres-
pondents that the postage on post-cards has
recently been increased to 14d. A small
matter, perhaps, but if you boys saw the
huge numbers of post-cards I get by every
mail upon which there is 1d. excess to pay,

| you would realise why I am mentioning the

matter in this golumn.
A new £250 Compelition.

A new big model building Competition will
shortly be announced, and full particulars
will be furnished in the next issue of

the M. M.
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The Result of the Meccano

Story Competition.

In our last Essay Competition it was
suggested that we should publish in the
Meccano Magazine short stories, in each of
which the Meccano hobby would be the
central idea. This suggestion interested us
very much and we decided to offer a prize of
a Hornby Clockwork Train Set for the best
story received before 1st July. As a result,
hundreds of entries have been sent in for
the Competition and the judging of them
has been a very long and difficult task.

The stories deal with all manner of subjects
and include stories of engineering feats, auto-
biogrpphies, adventures, detective stories,
and fairy tales. Very interesting too, are
those  dealing with some of .the wonderful
dreams of Meccano boys. The results of the
Competition fully confirm the belief we
expressed, that Meccano boys can write
intelligently and express their ideas clearly.
That they possess vivid imaginations, in
addition, is also clearly proved by the fact
that the heroes of several of the stories used
magic swords, made from Meccano strips, for
despatching Giant Gloom ; while more than
one author took an imaginative trip to Mars
by the aid of airships, built out of enlarged
Meccano parts.

This Competition has been a great success
and the results will be found below. I hope
to print one or two'of the winning stories in
future numbers of the M. M. 1 should like to
congratulate those who sent in the winning
essays, while T would urge those who have not
succeeded this time to endeavour to excel in
our next Essay Competition, particulars of
which will be announced in the M. M. in due
eourse.

The best story was sent in by Master Eric
Joyce, 8, Edinburgh Road, Walthamstow,
E.17. to whom s Homnby Clockwork Train
Set has been despatched. Specially good
stories were sent by Master W. 1. Rogers,
66, High Street, Plymouth (* The Test ") and
Master L. I. Hunt, Magnus Grammar School,
Newark (‘“ Meccano to the Rescue ) and to
each of these entrants a special clockwork
train set has been awarded.

The Winning Story.

Meccano and the Martians.
By Master E. Joyce.

It was a sunny morning in July, 2021. A few
miles outside the city of Meccanoton, formerly called
Liverpool, in a huge Meceano aerodrome, a gigantic
machine
one of her periodical flights to Mars, laden with
Meccano goods. As she reelined on the grassy sward
in front of her huge hanger, people accustomed to

ordinary machines, woudered at her somewhat corious -

shape. A testing machine was sounding every nut,
serew and stay, and soon the dial of the tester inficated
that all was well. The roomy machine was mainly
oceupied by Meecano goods, so that there were few
passengers.  They clambered aboard. followed by
the attendants and pilet.

Directly the ponderous door was eclesed, the at-
mospheric machine automatically commenced its work
of eirculating currents of pure air through * The
Spanner.” The pilot, with his hand on a switch,
paused on hearing the tinkling of a bell on a eurious
apparatus in his belt. He took the machine, a
wireless telephone, from his waist and put the receiver
to his ear.

“Hallo! is that the machine ‘Spanner’ at the
Meccano aerodrome 157 ?' queried a voice.

“Yes,” answersd the pilot. “ What do you
want ? " .

C“I'm speaking from the Meccano Works,"” con-
tinued the voice. *‘ Are the 500,000 Meccano Maga-
zines on board *The Spanner”?”

Havinggiven an affirmative reply, the pilot replaced
the receiver in his belt, and by touching a switeh,
-started the radium-worked engines of ** The Spanner.”
which were capdble of forcing the mighty machine
through both air and space at a terrific velocity.

The earth seemed to drop like n stone, and the
speadometer indicated that they were traveliing at
40,000 miles an hour.  After speeding through epace
Jfor a month, a delicate instrument showed that they

" {Continued on page 8.)

“The Spanner’ was being prepared for-

The Life Story of Meccano.

By Frang Hornsy.
(Continued.) :

I am sure that all yon boys who have seen
our newspaper and magazine advertisements
so many times will be interested in learning
something of the way in which they are
prepared. We are determined that every boy
in this country shall know what Meccano is,

ments, and after- further conferences these
are finally passed, and instructions are given
to the various publications for imsertions at
the proper dates.

is by no means completes the work of
our Advertising Department ir connection
with press advertising. The Meccano Cata-
logue, ‘‘Mecocanoland,” other booklets and
attractive literature of all kinds have to be
prepared and made ready for despatching to
the boys who write to us for

’

particulars of the Meccano

Daily g Mail R |

illustrating of all these calls
for. expert knowledge . and
[l much serious thought.

" hobby. The writing and
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1 In addition to our adveér-
| tising in this country we also
advertise largely in the most
important publications in
South Africa, Australia, New
Zealand, France, Belgium,
Spain, Holland, Sweden, Den-
mark, Norway, the Argentine
I and Brazil. Practically the
“ whole of the translations for

our foreign advertising are
made by our own staff. The
advertisements are set up in
type here, and the matrices
made and despatched to the
various publications for use
during the Christmas buying
season. In addition to this
we translate most of ourlitera-

' ture into about 10 different
i languages, the distribution in

’ | all cases being controlled by
! ’ our Advertising Department.
Each year we spread further

| afield and more languages are

‘ added. From the beginning
of September, when our big
advertising commences, is a
very busy time indeed in this
Department. Each day hun-
dreds of enquiries have to be

L]

hHow happy it will make him, and what fine
times he can have with it, and we spend very
large sums in trying to reach him through
our advertisements. It is very necessary,
therefore, that the greatest care be exercised
in order that the money may be spent
judiciously, and at the beginning of each year
we hold conferences at which our own adver-
tising experts consult with an eminent firm
of advertising agents in London. At these
conferences discussions are held as to the best
method of clearly and lucidly explaining the
merits of Meccano to boys; how our adver-
tisements shall be illustrated ; which models
shall be employed in the advertizements;
which newspapers, Magazines, etc., shall be
used ; the dates on which our advertisements
shall appear; the sizes of the spaces to be
used, and the number of insertions in each
publication.  There is nothing left tu chance
on all these questions, and our long experience
of advertising Meccano helps us to solve many
of the problems which arise each vear.

Big advertisements, like those appearing
in the ** Daily Mail ”* which cost £1.thi) per
page for each insertion, come in for special
attention, and all the details in them. the
wording, the illustrations, ete., are the sub-
ject of very anxious and careful deliberation.
For advertisements of this kind many illus-
trations by first-rate artists are well considered
before the final choice is made. After we
have decided upon the general lines upon
which the season’s advertising campaign shall
be run, the artists and copywriters set to
work to submit first proofs of our advertise

A Meccano Advertisement in = The Daily Mail.”

replied to, and at a low
estimate the number of com-
munications addressed to this
Department from boys who want full par-
ticulars of Meccano, and others who require
information from the Department, is no less
than 80,000 to 100,000.

(To be confinued.)
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Meccano Advertisement from a Danish Paper.
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